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Arguments of PE) Court * Conti Cartel of the City | 


| of London 6n'the Occafion conſidered ; 
; And ſome Queries addreſſed to the Right Hon. the Loxp 
Mayor and the Cour on the Subject. 
| WIT H | | 
Reflexions on ſome Paſſages of the Ordinary of Newgate's 
Accovnrt OF 


De. DODD's ConveRsSATION in NzwGoaArts, 


And poing to EXECUTION. 


Shewing that the dangerous and hurtful Doctrine, of Chriſ- 
tians who have paſt their whole Lives in Wickedneſs being 
ſaved at the laſt Hour by applying to Chriſt, has no Foundation 
either in the Nature of Things, or the Scriptures. 
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SR. WILLIAM DODD was the eldeſt fon of the Rev. 
© William' Dodd; many years Vicar of Bourne in Lincoln- 
3, ſhire: where he diſcharged his ſacred function with inte- 
N grity and reputation. He was born in the year 1729, 
and after being educated at a private ſchool, was admit- 
i ted a Sizar at Clare Hall, Cambridge. Here he diſ- 

layed a fondneſs for dreſs and ſhew, and indulged them, as it may be 
3 ed, above his circumſtances, as he vied with far his ſuperiors, in it. 
He indulged himfelf alſo in pleafure, particularly dancing. However, 
chro h le force of his natural abilities, and ſome application, he went 
through Ris exerciſes for his firſt degree with honour, and gained himſelf 
ſame friends. About 1750 he quitted the Univerſity and went to Lon- 
don, took lodgings in Taviſtock-ſtreet, Covent Garden, and indulged in 
the pleaſures of the town, frequenting the play-houſes, and all other 
places of public reſort. This he ſupported by writing for the preſs, but 
"it may be ſuppoſed that he contracted debts, as his publications at that 

time can ſcarcely be imagined to have brought in ſufficient for ſuch an 
expenſive life. It is not a moderate income that will ſupport a' life of 
plüwKkeafure or vanity. © Yanity and pleaſure (ſays the Doctor in his dying 
== < declaration) into which plunged, required expence di/proportionate-to-my 
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In April 1751, he married Miſs Mary Perkins, who then lodged in 
| Fritht-flreet, Soho, whom he firſt met with at one of the theatres. Her 
father was a domeſtic in the family of the Rev. Sir John Dolben, one of 
1 1 of Durham Cathedral, who made him one of the Ver- 

ders of r. | 8515 | | 3 2 - 

if 8e he gay and thoughtleſs couple figured away, and took and furniſhed 
in a genteel manner à houſe in Soho, though they had no ſapply or re- 
ſdurce to fu port ſuch expence, but what occaſionally aroſe from the la- 
bours of 4 pen; but this being by far too ſcanty, he entered into holy 
= orders, and became a Curate to the Rev. Mr. Wyatt, Vicar of Welt 
= Ham; and in 1752, on the death of the Lecturer of that pariſh, was 
= cletcd in his room. He was diligent in his vocation, and ſeemed actuat- 
dd by a proper ſenſe of his duty. How often he forget the latvs of God, 
=_ N to his own expreſſion in his dying declaration, tho' he was by 
= his ſacred office ſo often repeating them, is beſt known to himſelf ; his 
5 own expreflion,My off2nces againſt God are without name or number, ſeems to 
indicate it was too often. But it is a moſt melancholy reflexion, that 
any Teacher of Chriſtianity ſhould confeſs that he deluſion of ſhew, and 
the delights of nluptuouſneſs, led him aſtray from religious flridth/s ; 
that, HOWE VER, his principles had never been ſhaken. = - But 
what 1 ＋ are there in any religion that can be acceptable in the 
Tight of God, it his laws are violated in our lives? It is to be appre- 

| hended' that it is a very dangerous as well as hurtful error, that too many 
teachers of religion, as well as their hearers, have indulged themſelves in, 
that it's all avell, if their principles are net ſhaken, tho they are in the 

_ continual courſe of their lives forgetting, or, to ſpeak more truly, wilful- 
ty acting contrary to the laws of God. This molt petnicious error can- 
not be too much ſpoken or written againſt ; and it is to be feared that 
ici owing to a corruption of 3 that we are ſo fond of ſuch doe- 
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rines and the preachers of them.——Unprejudiced reaſon, nay, the 


Scriptures will tell us, if we would give attention to them, that an Infidel, 15 


who acts well, though generally looked upon with ſo much abhorrence, is 


a more worthy character than he whoſe principles are /ound and unſhaken, 


but his actions - contrary. to them; nay, a wicked Infidel is a far better 
man than ſuch a one. He does not live in a lie of fin againſt conviction; 
he does not boaſt of principles which he acts directly contrary to; he 
does not conſider the Chriſtian religion as a revelation from God, and 
live as oppoſite to it in the whole conduct of his life as darkneſs is to 


light. e does not own that God has given laws, and yet tranſgreſſes 
thoſe laws in the whole tenor of his life. He does not make a merit 
of teaching others precepts which he deviates from himſelf He 
does not acknowledge a religion from God which forbids a follow. #8 
ing of the pomps and vanities of the world, he Iuſt of the fleſp, the luſt 8 
4 the eye, and the pride of life, and ſacrifice it to the deluſion of ſhew, and 
edelights of voluptuouſneſs. Nor does he leave the world with a boaſted BR . ; 
confidence of going to be received to unutterable joys in another world, - 
to the preſence of God, to the company of juſt men made perfect. Nor 
has he the aſſurance to boaſt of being conducted to all this joy by one 
whoſe commandments he has, in the whole tenor of his lite, trampled 


under his feet. 


This is not ſaid either to vindicate or to recommend Infidelity ; that 38 
would be to recommend darkneſs inſtead of light, diſcomfort inſtead of 
Joy, hopeleſſneſs inſtead of hope, diſquiet inſtead of peace; but it is to 
open the eyes of the Chriſtian to the falſe picture which is given him of 

F the preſent times, and which 
N The religion of 
Chriſt has all the marks of a divine original; it is noble; it is godlike in- 
its nature; but 1T is not ſuch, as too many teach, or, as Dr. Dodd has 
endeavoured to eſtabliſh in his death. It is not a crying, Lord, Lord; - 
it is not calling evil god; it is not pleading foreign merit; it is not 


the religion of Chriſt, by many preachers o 
Dr. Dodd has endeavoured to ſanctify in his 


a . of a Saviour to introduce every ſcoundrel and profligate in- 
to the kingdom of heaven: Theſe are the teachings of Men, not of 


God, or Chri/?. The religion of Chriſt is, (and no other did he propagate) 
to practiſe, through the whole courſe of our lives, Mhaſſoever things are 
true; THAT Is, every thing which is ſuitable, right, proper, and decent, 
in the nature of things, and to our circumſtances, profeſſion, and ſtation. ## 
** To believe, and not to do, ſays the learned and good Dr. Which- 
cot upon this text,“ is to held the truth in unrighteouſneſs, which, in 
** Scripture, is looked upon to be an act of the greateſt violence, de- 
The religion of Chriſt is to prac- 
tile, through the whole courſe of our lives, I hatſoever things are hone/t, 
whatſoever things are juſt, what/cever things are pure, whatſoever ihin;zs 
are lovely, whaiſcever things are of gooa report, Nay, if there is any 
thing beides theſe that is excellent, noble, good, praile-worthy, fit, uſe- 


7% formity, and malignity.“— 


ful, becoming our ſtate, they are all to be the practice of the Chriſtian: 


For the Apoltle adds, after all theſe, I there be any virtus, if there be 
any praiſe, think of theſe. This is the religion of Chriſt, as laid down | 
by his Apoſtle. True religion,“ iays that excellent man, Judge Hale, 

enobles and advances the numan nature, and brings it to its due ha- 


cc 


bitude, both to God and man: It teaches and tutors the ſoul to a 


© thoughts and P 
unbecoming th 


thoughts 


ſincere and upright walking, as in the preſence of the inviſible God: 
It gives the law not only to a man's words and actions, but to his very 

urpoſes, that he does not entertain a very thought | 
e hght and preſence cf that God to whom all our 


HP 
ee thoughts are legible: It teacheth and bringeth a man to a deport- 
« ment both of external and internal ſobriety: It crutherh and caſts 
4% down all pride: It brings a man to that frame, that x1GHTEOUs- 
4c N ESS, JUSTICE, HONESTY, and FIDELITY, are, as it were, a part of 

« his nature: He can ſooner die than commit, or purpoſe that, which is 
„„ unjust, DISHONEST, or unworthy of a good man. He dares not, 
* ynd:r a vain confidence of the indulgence, mercy, and favour of God, 
3 turn aſide to commit, or purpoſe, even the leaſt injury to man.“ 

4 If this be true religion, or the religion of Chriſt, Jn ſet forth either 
by his Apoille, or the excellent Judge Hale, how little did e 
know of it, or, at leaſt, practiſe it, through the whole courſe of his life! 
Nor has he ſet forth better in his death, the noble and divine end, de- 
ſign, and effect of the religion of Chriſt; as both by his converſation in 
. and going to execution, and even in his dying declaration, he 
hath, in a great degree, turned away the minds of the people from look- 
= Ing to the enobling, advancing, and exalting their nature, by attending to 
tte pure and divine precepts of Chriſt, and practiſing whatſoever things 
are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, what- 

ſoever things are pure, to ſomething elle ; to a gelieviag to ſupply the 

place of doing; to a truſting to a name to be /aved by, inttead of qualify- 
ing themſelves for that ſalvation; to a hope of ſeeing God, ** without 

« doing,” as an Apoſtle of Chriſt ſays, © Every man that has this hope | 

« does, purifying themſelves, as he is pure,” to truſt to the inter- = 
ceſſion of one who has expreſsly ſaid, ** ' Not every one that faith = 

*<-unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he | 

„that docth the will of my Father which is in heaven,” Matt. vii. 21. 

The Doctor too plainly indicates, in his dying declaration, that if our | | 
principles have never been ſhaken, we may be laved, though we have 2 
never lived according to thoſe principles. That, if we conſider the 
Chriſtian Religion as a revelation from God, and its author as the Sa- 
viour of the world, it may be <vell avith us, though we have led our lives 02 
directly contrary to the laws of that revelation coming from God.— 
Strange unhappy blindneſs ! as if ſinning again/? conviction, and tranſ- | 
greſſing thoſe laws we acknowledge to be from God, did not aggravate | 
our guilt beyond what it could otherwiſe be. | | | | 

The writer of this is not actuated by any motive of diſgracing the {3 
memory of Dr, Dodd; he was always a ſtranger to him; but he thinks | BW | 
the Cauſe of truth, and the religion of Chrift, (particularly conſidering 

how heaven and earth, as it were, have been moved in faveur of Dr. 
Dodd) requires that his conduct, both in life and death, ſhould be ſet in 
a true light. And he earnefily wiſhes to open the eyes of very many 
among the people, who have been taught the religion of Chriſt ver 
falſely by many teachers among them, apd which he thinks Dr. Dodd 
has at leaſt ſupported in his death: how far in his life, he cannot ſay, 
not having read any of his ſermons ; but his example, or manner of 
living, ſhewed quite another ſpirit than the ſpirit of Chriſt, Was the 
Writer any ways diſpoſed to blacken the memory of Dr. Dodd, he wou'd 
exhibit thoſe nefarious acts which have been charged agamſt him, not 
only by report, but in print. He will only ohferve don theſe, that he 
thinks, if they are falle, tae friends of Dr. Dodd are bound, by every 

tie of juſtice, honour, and friendſhip, to invalulate them. The facts 

and circumſtances are fo alledged, that, if faile, they can be eafily and 
ſatisfactorily confated. Ile thinks too, that the Right Honourable the 

Lord Mayor, the Aldermea and Common Council of the City of 

London, are called upon, tor their own honoar, to convidee the public 
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of the fal ſehood of theſe aſſertions, otherwiſe the. Magiſtracy of the City 
of London muſt lie under the ftigma of interfering in a mgſt unprece- 
dented manner in favour of ſuch a flagitious character, as it becomes no 
wiſe or good man to countenance or ſupport in any ſociee xp. Us 
But here the writer of this expects to hear from many ſides the cry, 
That Dr. Dodd was a vaſt promoter of charitable inſtitutions, and that 
Charity covers the multitude of fins, —To this he will anſwer, that he has, 
with indignation, ſeen this text of the Sacred Scriptures ſhamefully proſti. 
-tuted in Fo Chapel of the Magdalen Hoſpital, in St. George's Fields, be. 1e: 
ing inſcribed in golden letters, as he thinks, on a box erected there to receive | his v 
charity for the Hoſpital. He will ſay ſhamefully, and even wilely profti. | |} ie; 
tuted: Shamefully, becauſe thoſe who put it there either knew, or ought is n 


to have known, that the ſenſe conveyed by theſe words is totally and alto. tanc 
2 gether different from the ſenſe or meaning of the Scripture, Y2lely, becauſe men 
- 1tinfinuates that he who drops a ſhilling, half a crown, or half a guinee, OCca! 
and ſo on, into the box,, does thereby compound or atone for the fraud, |} done 
- diſhonetty, injuſtice, and other vices which he has been guilty of, which i Cauſe 
. wholly contrary to the whole tenor of the Sacred Scriptures. The Writer 19 debt: 
will go on to conſider, with the like freedom, the merit of Dr. Dodd's oF 2 

eno! 


ſtir in charitable ſocieues. He will therefore obſerve, that according to ER 
the preſent, made of conducting aur charitable inſtitutions, they are ra. fe 
ther ſacrifices to Ceres and Bacchus, than to pure and god-like benef- pe 
. cence. '; Not merely feaſting is their conſtant attendant, but feaſting in 
the highett, moſt expenſive, and luxurious taſte. The entertainment of | 7 
a common tavern will not now water our beneficence ; nothing but the 
highett ragouts, the higheſt flavoured wines, the moſt coſtly dainties, the Fa 5 
ſuperh elegance of the London Tavern, will make it {pring. Is this the 77 
- beneficence that is pleaſing to Heaven? Is it not of a ſimilar nature in it 
kind with the faſts which the Jewiſh people, in their corrupt ſtate, kept, and 
_ thqpght they were highly pleaſing to God, but of which he thus ſpeak? 
: by his prophet: /s it ſuch a faſt that I have cho/en? Surely true * FT, 
like benefcence is a feaſt unto itſelf ; it wants not the dainties or the wine; 
of the London Tavern to refreſh it; it will exhilarate the mind beyond WF 
- the moſt ſparkling Champaigne ; it is ſweeter to every truly humane 
taſte than the callipaſh or callipee of turtle. May it not with reaſon & 7 
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be queſtioned, whether theſe charitable dinners, by ſowing the ſeeds of 2 


8 


8 4 
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luxury, do not as much miſchief to the public, as the charitable inſti- to var 
. tutzons they are contrived to ſupport do good? The man whoſe taſte Ps 


: 15 debauched by theſe luxurious dinners, is ſoon brought to diſtaſte every | A 23 

thing in the plain way at home; and tho? his purſe may not allow him unt 

to xepair to the London Tavern again, he will probably repair to ſome and c 

other, in hopes of enjoying that high reliſh which he has got a taſte fo? other 

at the London Tavern, and which he does not find in plain cookery at to 1nd 

home. May it not hkewiſe be apprehended that ſome are drawn by 2 Was 

theſe ſumptuous entertainments, and the parade and applauſe attending en 

theſe charitable meetings, to expend that time and money which they hand 

.. owe to their families and creditors, rather than to charitable contributions ! WM was 0 

He that would be aſhamed, and feel the impropriety, and perhaps, Would 

injuſtice, of ſpending his time and money to enjoy the delicacies of the iſe o 

London Tavern in a private way, enters it with confidence, and even ſelt- 7 e hac 

applauſe, when he thinks himſelf inveſted with the robe of charity; tho!“ * 

| bis time may be wanted at home in his family and buſineſs, and his mo- © by 
| ney, perhaps, by his creditors ; yet it cannot enter into his head that either teem ; 
is miſemployed, when he is engaged with ſo many worthy gentlemen from | 

. in the gable gxercle of charity.—Praiſe-yorihy as our charitable, li. (T2 
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töllons 258, che) woüld be nobler, if they drew their ſipplies from 
00 
But, leaving this, is there any juſt room for extravagant ptaiſes being 
beſtowed on Dr. Dodd for his readineſs to preach before, and be a great 
firrer in theſe charitable ſocieties ? By his own confeſſion, he was 
reatly addicted to voluptuouſneſs and vanity: Theſe were the Gods he 
blos ed. But where could he indulge one kind of voluptuouſneſs at 
leaſt, in an higher degree, than at theſe luxurious feaſts? And how could 
his vanity be well more gratified than by the applauſes and compliments 
he, no doubt, received upon theſe occaſions ? Jo which may be added, 
his making himſelf more and more known, and enlarging his acquain- 
tance among thoſe who might poſſibly ſerve him in the way of prefer- 
ment. As to the contributions which the DoQor might beſtow on theſe 
occaſions, unbiaſſed reaſon will pronounce, as an Apoſtle of Chriſt has 
done on a caſe ſomething ſimilar : He who thinks he is charitable, be- 
cauſe he gives to Charitable purpoſes, though he does not pay his juſt 
debts, 7s a liar; faliely perſuades himſelf that he is what he is not; and 


| Z thoſe who call, or think him ſo, knowing the caſe, equally give a falſe 
ZZ denomination, and call evil gozd: For Juftice is the primary Virtue, the 
=> foundation ſtone of all the others: other virtues may follow this; but 
none can go before it. They muſt have very falſe notions of virtue, who 
can think there can be any true virtue where this is wanting. The pro- = 
phetof God, when he is deſcribing what God requires of man, puts, in ] 
dhe firſt place, 7o do juſtly ; and then follows, To love mercy, or to be be- 1 
2 = neficent or charitabie, and the other Virtues, Micah vi. 8. And Minucius | 


© 23 Felix, in his excellent deſcription of the manners of the primitive Chriſ- 
tians, ſays, He is the MOST RELIG10US, in our efteem, wh: is the MOST JUST. 


That Dr. Dodd had a tender feeling heart, ſeems highly probable from = 
2 ſome paſſages in his writings ; but that he had any great degree of true —_ 
2 benevolence may be queſtioned, becauſe that would have impelled him FE 


to have lived agreeable to his circumſtances, that he might have had | 
= ſomething of his own to gratify his indulgence in beneficence ; for he =_ 
*X. muſt have had a poor ſoul indeed, could he take any pleaſure in giving te : 
charity what he knew was the due of his creditors. But if Dr. Dodd had j 
= benevolence in his heart, it muſt then be ſaid, that he ſacrificed it totally 
do vanity and pleaſure, as far as reſpected himſelf. —— It will be perhapy 
7 pleaded in his fav ur, that vanity and pleaſure were his darling paſſions, 
lis natural | hor je oe ; they appear to have been ſo, indeed; but, as 5 
+ counterpoiſe to theſe, had he not, by his own confeſſion, the firm belief 
= and conviction in his mind of a revelation from God, which, beſides 
ther means, held forth Glory, Honour, and Immortality, in a future life, 
d induce and encourage the keeping in due ſubjection natural propenſities? 
Mas he not told by this revelation that this was to be laboured after, 
even to the trial, as it were, of plucking out an eye, or cutting off a r1 
band? But in reſpect to one of the Doctor's propenfities at leaſt, it 
was not ſo very difficult a matter; for had he given up his carriage, he 
would, with a little uſe, have found he could walk on his feet, the exer- 
iſe of which would have brought him to reliſh a leſs expenſive table than 
he had uſed himſelf to. Had he ſold his coſtly furniture, he would have ſoon 
found that plainer would anſwer all the purpoſes of uſe as well ; and had 
bed by ſuch ſavings paid his creditors, he would have gained himſelf the ef- 
>} tcem and admiration of every wiſe and good man, and ſaved himſelf 
* from his diſgraceful end. | 
Theſe are the thoughts of a plain citizen: whether they are a ble 
to right reaſon, and the truth of things, he ſubmits to his fellow citizetts 
e and 
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and the public. He has been the more inclined to publiſh them, as he 


thinks falſe notions of virtue and religion are daily more and more gain- 
ing ground among us, ſo as to threaten the extinction of integrity, true 
honour, and virtue, among us. 5 | 
The Doctor, after his ſettlement at Weſt-Ham, took ſeveral young 
gentlemen of fortune under his tuition, from whence he received con- 
ſiderable emolument, and thereupon ſhewed his fondneſs for pomp and 
ſne w, (a ſpirit totally contrary to the Goſpel he preached,) by 1etting up 


his chariot. In 1753, he was choſen Lecturer 0! St. James's Garlick- 


hithe, in London, which he reſigned in 1754, for the more beneficial 
LeQureſhip of St. Olave's, Hart-ftreet.,—W natever his deviations from 
virtue were, they did not come to the public Knowledge, and he went 
on to increaſe in reputation and favour with the public. He was choſen 
Preacher of the Magdalen Hoſpital, for wiich he had one hundred 
Pounds a year; and the proprietor of the Chriſtian Magazine gave him 
zs much every year for compiling it. In this wor, it is faid, he gave 
an mſtance of his great vanity, if it merits not a, worſt title, by beſtow- 
ing the moſt laviſh encomiums in it on a ſermon he had publiſhed on the 
Wiſdom of God in the Vegetable Creation. It was not then known that 
the Doctor was the compiler of that Magazine; fo that the reader did 
not know, when he was reading the high encomiums on the ſermon, 
that it was only the preacher praiſing his own compoſition. Herein 
was a deception on the public, which a great and good mind would 
be above. May not allo the following, without a breach of charity, be 
called deceptions on the public? In his Dedication of his Sermons to 
Young Men, to two of his pupils, he ſays, Should Heaven extend his 
4 ſpan to ſee their lives happy, and nonourable, and excelling in virtue, 


4 he could then, with as much ſatt>faction as the famous believer of old, 


* beg a diimiſton from this world.” And in his dying declaration, he 
ſays, Importunate diſtreſo urged me to 7emporary fraud.” But did ever, 
or could ever, any of the Doctor's friends, or himlelf, ſhew that this was 
only a temporary fraud. The very nature and circumſtances of the fraud 
contradict this. In the year 1764, Dr. Dodd was appointed one of his 
Majeity's Chaplains. In the year 1772, he was preſented to the living of 
Hock life, in Buckinghamſnire. Some time before this he was appoint— 
ed Tutor to the preteat Eirl of Cheiterfield, with a ſal:ry of 200l. per 
annum, and the liberty of taking two other pupils. In 1774, an ano- 
nymous letter was ſeat to the Lord Chancellor's Lady, offering her three 
thouſand guineas, if the Preſentation of St. George, Hanover-Square, 
which was in the Chancellor's: gift, was made tv Dr. Dodd. Such an 
attempt could not but ratie indignation againſt the Doctor. His Miejeſty 
ordered him to be ſt uck out of che liſt of his chaplains; and the Doctor 
was brouglit on che ſtage at Mr. Fouote's Theatre. However, the D ctor, 
by a good front, his infinuating manner, and an arttul audreis to the 
public in the news- papers, alledging that fome circumſtances then pre— 
vented him from proving his in nocence, and that, in ſome little time, he 
mould be able to cvince to the ſatisfaction of mankind, his integrity, 
kept up his credit; but that time never came. He poſted over to Gene- 
va, and obtained flom Lord Cheſt-rheld, probably before he knew any 


thing of this affair, che vicarage of Winge, in Bucks. So that he is ſup- 
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poi. d to have had at ths time Sool. a year in preferin-nts ; ſufficient for 


a preacher of the religion of Chriſt, without a family. However, the 
Doctor entered into prejects of increaſing his income, by building cha- 
els, and letting out the pews ai a great rate, At this time too, proba- 
iy, wich a View wholly to enace the impreſſion made on many by the ap- 
lication made to the Lord Chancellor, which has been mentioned, he 
placed himſelſ foremoſt in the iupport of tome newly inſtituted charities, 
and particularly, that for the rehef and diſcharge of perſons iinpriſon- 


* 


ed fer fall debts, of which he was the niſk propoicr. He regularly 


artended 


* 


E 


attended the meetings of the Society; he ſolicited ſubſcriptions for the 
benefit of it, and preached a ſermon before the Governors, which he 
ſoon afterwards printed, with an account of the rile, progreſs, and pre 
ſent ſtate of the Society. He alſo preached a Sermon in recommen-— 
dation of the plan !or recovering perſons apparently drowned, a charity 
that hath been attended with a conſiderable fhare ot ſucceſs. About 
this period he alſo was appointed Chaplain to the Free Matons, and 
printed a Speech made by him on laying the tounuation-itone of a build- 
ing in Great Queen-fireet, belonging to them. 1 

All this time, and though his projects for increaſing bis circumſtances 
had miſcarricd, the Doctor went on in his extravagant manner of hy- 
ing, till at length he was under the neceſſity of conhning himſelf, except 
one day in the week, when he could not be arreſted; and an attempt, it 
is (aid, was once made to relieve him from his duficutties by a commutlion 
of bankruptcy. Happy ic might have been had this taken place. His 
ſituation became notorious; but he {till continued to live in the ſame 


expenſive manner, and demands were made upon aim & to pretilingly,. 


tiat he at lait found himieit obliged to ſearch for means to antwer 
them. He at lenota fixed on forging the name of Lord Cheſte. field to a 
bond for 42001. and that tum was obtained upon it. 


The particulars are too well known to need being repeated; we ſhall 
therefore only obſerve, that by the ordering of the Divine Providence, 


ſuch trivial circumſtances lead to the detection of crimes, that no man 
can have juſt grounds to think he can ſo cunningly commit crimes as to 
prevent the detection of them. A ſmall blur in a ſingle letter in the 
bond led to the diſcovery cf this affair, by an application to Lord Chei- 
terſield to have another bond ftzned; though Mr. Manly declared on 
the trial that he could ſce no end it could aniwer to give him any reaſon 
or cauſe to iuipect it was a forgery ; however, he thought it proper to 
thew the bond to his client, Mr. Fletcher, who had lent the money on 
it. Mr. Fletcher does not appear to have been ſtrck with jit; but ſaid 
he thought it would be beſt to write over a new bond, and Wait upon 
Lord Cheſterfield with it. Thus by fo very minute a circumitance was the 
detection made; the judge on the trial ſaid he thought it a providen- 
tial one, | 

Ano her obſervation, or reflection, worthy of being attended to, is, in 
what a ſituation ne who has committed a crime is, and mult neceſſarily 
be : he ſtands in jeopardy every hour: he is every moment ſubject to 
have his joy turned into the bittereſt woe : his pleaſure into the moit 
exquiſite anguiſh, | | 


It is ſaid that the Doctor at the moment the officers were at the door 
to apprehend him, was enjoying himſelf at table with his gay compa- 


nions. What a dreadful change and ſhock mult it have been, when the 
officers entered! It was fo, indeed, to the Doctor -- Fearfulne/s and 
trembling came upon him, and horror overwhelmed him his heart was 
pained within him, and the terrors of death came upon him. Pangs tock 
hold upon him, as the pangs of a woman that travaileth. He was bowed 
doxon at the hearing of it be was diſmayed at the ſeeing of it--the day 
of his fleaſjure was turned into fear unto him. 


May this dreadfui, but juſt picture, of the guilty Dr. Dodd, ſtrike 


the imagination, and affect the heart of every one who feels even the 
_ | | fainteſt 


| 
{ 
| 
| 
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fainteſt thought, or ſlighteſt diſpoſition in him to any crime; nay, of 
every one who is going on in a courſe of living beyond their circumſtances, 
When Dr. Dodd was committed, the papers teemed every day with his 


praiſe, of the great good he had done, and with leflening or palliating a 


his crime. The following verſes appeared ſoon after his commitment to 
Wood-ſtreet Compter, under the title of Verſes by an unhappy Pri- 
ſoner, dated from the Compter, in all the papers, and were univerſally 
attributed to the Doctor himſelf: | 


AMIDST confinement's miſerable gloom, 
Midit the lone horrors of this wretched room; 
What comforts, gracious Heaven! doſt thou beſtow 
To ſoothe my forrows, and conſole my woe! 

A wife, beyond the firſt of v.oman-kind, 
Tender, attach'd, and e'en to death reſign'd. 
Dear youthſul friends, in life's ingenuous hour, 
As children zealous to exert each power: 

Men ſkilled in wiſdom's molt ſagacious lore, 
Solicitous to aid, to ſave---reitore ! 

Lawvers and counſellors, without a fee, 

Studious to guide, direct, and ſet me free! 
Nay- -- from the men 1 falſely doom'd my foes, 
The ready offer of all tervice flows: 

While gratitude, in guiſe unknown, draws nigh, 
Says © I was kind,“ and tenders her ſupply ! 
Above the reſt, my keepers, ſooth'd to grief, 
With ſympathetic pity give relief: 

Treat as a gueſt the ſufferer they revere, 

And make it even tranquil to be here ! 
Great God of mercy ! if amidit my woes 
A ſtream of ſuch peculiar comfort flows; 
Flows full, flows only from thy care divine, 
May I not humbly, firmly, Lord, reſign ; 
And truſt the iſſue to thy care alone? 

Yes, Lord, I truſt : “ O may thy will be done!“ 


After the trial, in which the Doctor was found guilty on the cleareſt 
evidence, the molt virulent reflections were caſt upon all concerned in it, 
the Court, Jury, &c. in an account of the trial, publiſhed, as it may be 
ſuppoſed, by ſome of the Doctor's friends; and he himſelf publiſhed 
the following addreſs in all the papers : 5 | 

«© Dr. DODD begs leave to preſent his moſt ſincere and prateful ac- 
knowledgements to thoſe many ſympathizing friends, who have been ſo 
kind as to think of him in his diſtreſſes, and to aſſure them, that though 
his mind was too much engaged and agitated with neceſſary and impor- 


tant buſineſs, during his confinement in Wood-ſtreet, to admit the kind 
red viſits, he ſhall now be happy, at any time, to 


favour of their p 
receive their friendly and Chrittian conſolation. | 

«« PerfeCtly at caſe with reſpect to his fate, and thoroughly reſigned to 
the will of God, he cannot but feel a complacency in the ſtriking hu- 
manity which he has experienced; and while he molt earneſtly entreats 
a con- 
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„ 
a continuance and increaſe of that ** Spirit of prayer, which he is told 45 
poured forth for him,” he cannot omit to aſſure all thoſe, who by letter 
or otherwiſe have expreſied their ſolicitude on his behalf, that ContCciuus 
of the purity of his intention from any purpoſe to do injury, and hape) 
in the full proof of that intenticn, by having done no injory to any 
zan in reſpect to this unſortinate proſecution, he tuliy repoſes himtelf on 
the mercies of his God, and has not a 'wiſh to live or die, but as life or 
death may tend to the glory of that God, and the good of Mankind,” 


Feb 27, 77+ 


The following anſwer appeared to this in the London Chronicle, ad- 


drelied to the Doctor: 
„ 10 2 D- © B80 
SIR; | | 

THOUGH the verſes which have apperred in the papers under the 
title of Mritien by an unhappy Priſoner, and dated from the Compter, have 
appeared to me mott highly derogatory to the honour ot God, as making 
him, if not a tavourer of crimes, a peculiar favourer of criminals; as 
deſtroying all difference between good and evil; nay, giving, as it were, 
the preference to evil, and of conſequence, in their tendency, highly 
prej adicial to Society; yet, as you did not put your name to them, I did 
not think I had a right to addreſs myſelf to you on them. But as you 
have now atizxed your name to ſomething extremely ſimilar to them, 
which I have ſeen in the London Chronicle of Saturday March 1, 1 
think it my dute, as an adorer of God, and conſequently obliged to vin- 
dicate his perfections to the very utmoſt of my power, as a lover of virtue 
and integrity, and thinking it of the utmoſt importance to promote it un- 


corrupted among manixind ; and, as a member of ſociety, bound to op- 


poſe every thing which manifeſtly tends to injure it; for theſe reaſons, 
Sir, 1 think it ny duty to jay before the public ſome, as I think, juſt and 
neceſſary obſervations on your addreſs. 

Firit, Sir, there is no truth which we can be more certain of, either 
from our reflections or revelation, than that God is true, that he cannot 


Ve; conſequently every lye mutt be contrary to his nature; and he cannot 


approve ot, much Jets be a peculiar favourer of any rational being WhO 


uttereth a lye. But, Sir, a forgery of any kind, under any circumitances, 
under any pretence, is a [ye of the moſt aggravated and prejudicial nature; 
and 1 will venture to ſay, Sir, there 1» not a line or a fact throughout the 
Scriptures, to juluiy'a lye of any kind upon any pretence whatioever, or 
let the intention be what it will; and it is very trequently ſpoken of as an 
abomination to God, But, Sir, have you either in your defence, or your 
addreis, expreſſed any contrition for this? Have vou called upon your 
praying friends to entreat that God would give you a due ſenſe of your 
crime, and true repeutance ? No, Sir; on the contrary, you have, in all 
you nave laid and written, palliated it; nay, juitined it; for indicating 
your being in perfect peace and favour with God, without expretiing your 
Tepentance, is to juitty what you have done. With reſpect to your ex- 
cuie, Sir, the Hon. Judge on your trial, with great juſtneis, but at the 
tame time tendernels, made an obſervation which does him honour, 
though he has ſince, by ivine of your friends, been ſcurrilouſly vilitied 
for it. He obſerved, Sir, hat if excitſes cf the hind you made were 10 
Iweign in the minds of the Fury, it would be a defence for criminals ef every 
| C 3 kind 
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kind and ſpreies. This, Sir, I think, ought to have raiſed ſuch a reflection 
in your mind, as to have prevented your publiſhing an addreſs to the 
public, which has, at leaſt, a tendency to encourage fraud and wrong 
of every kind. May not young men, Sir, from the principles of your 
addreſs, be excited to purloin ſecretly from their maſters, under an idea 
of a purity of intention that they will repay it when they are out of their 
time, and become able to do it? May not clerks be excited by it to go 
with their maſters cath into the Alley, with the purity cf intention of 
repaying it fully when they gain what they expect? May not every man 
involve his neighbour and friend in the greateſt diſtreſs and ruin; and 
all ſatisfy themielves by the example and doclrine of the pious Dr. Dodd, 
that they have done no harm, for their intentions were pure; nay, Hatter 
themſelves that they are, notwithſtanding, the peculiar favourites of God; 
for ſuch youu inſinuate in your addreſs that you are. The Honovrable 
Judge upen your trial, told your Jury, Whether you <vould ever have been 
able to make reſtitution, did not then appear. It was therefore incumbent on 
you, before you offered to talk to the public again of the purity of your 
intentions, to have ſhown how you were in ability of making reſtitution, 
But allowing this, though, as the Judge obſerved, there is no appearance 
of it, was there not a high injury done in bringing a young Nobleman's 
name and conduct into diſgrace? Your pupil too, Sir, and one for whoſe 
honour you profeſs the higheſt regard; for had you even paid back the 
money, the diſgrace of taking up ſuch a ſum, and in ſuch a manner, 
would for ever have reſted upon his Lordſhip. Do you call this no Injury, 
Sir? You muſt have no delicate ſenſibility it you do not hold it to be a 
great one. Have you done no injury, Sir, that there is ao ſufficient reſti- 


tution or reparation to be made for? Have you not brought a friend, 


Sir, My. Robinſon, through a generous truſt in your integrity, to a 


commitment to, and lying in Newgate, on a charge of a capital crime; 


to a conſequent loſs of buſineſs, and perhaps, however much without any 


juſt reaſon, to a loſs of character? Does the purity of your intention 


leſſen the injury to him? or is it poſſible for you to make him, if he is 


a man of ſenſibility, an equal reparation? But do you, Sir, in your Ad- 


dreſs to the Public, expreſs the leaſt tittle of compunction for having com- 
mitted all theſe injuries? On the contrary, you not only boaſt of your 
parity of inteniion from any purpoſe to do injuries, but that you are happy in 
the full prof of that inbention, by having done no injury to any man in 


reſpect to this unhappy projecution, as you are pleaſed to phraſe it. Few, 


very few, I hope, Sir, under your circumſtances, would preſume to ſpeak 
in ſo bold a manner. One man, at leaſt, in this affair, Mr. Robinſon, 
you have very eſſentially injured ; and have you not injured all mankind 
as far as your exataple reaches? by the example you have ſet of com- 
mitting a crime, which, if generally practiſed, would bring on the greateſt 
injuries, and take away all ſafety and ſecurity from ſociety : an example 
the more likely to be pernicious, conſidering the ſacred character you 
bore, and the bold manner in which you have palliated, and, in a great 
degree, even juſtified it. — But to confine your expreſſion to what, per- 
hape, yon more particularly point at, tie reſtitution you made after you 
were in cuſtody : Can any one but yourſelf, Sir, think a reſtitution, made 
under the terror of death, and with the hopes of ſaving your life, a reſti- 


tution proceeding from juſtice and repentance ? Can any one conſider 


this 
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this as a full proof of your intention to do no injury? Nay, unleſs all 
your debts were paid, you committed an act of injuſtice in this reſti- 
tution ; as you 2fligned for it that which was, in ſtrict juſtice, not your's 
to aſign. Have you done no injury to the community at large, by ſet- 
ting an example of living ſo according to the faſhion of this world, tho 
you are a Miniſter of Crit, who lived not according to it, as to engage 
you to commit a crime to ſupport it? Do you not know, Sir, that living 
above circumſtances is the prevailing vice of tae age, and bids fair to 
extinguiſh every virtue among us, and bring at laſt an univerſal ruin on 
the nation? Was it not, therefore, your duty, as a Preacher of Righte- 
ouſneſs, to live within your income, which, 1 am told, was very conſide- 
rable ?—'Theſe obſervations I beg. leave, Sir, to recommend to your ſe- 
rious attention, as well as to the public. — 1 he writer of this is wholly 
unacquainted with Dr. Dodd, or any of his triends : he 1s as wholly un- 
acquainted with any one concerned in the proſecution, therefore can be 


neration for God, who, he thinks, cannot poſſibly be more diſhonoured 
than by a piety, whether real or feigned, Which aſſumes a peculiar ſhare 
in his favour, though juſt recking with vices of the moſt prejudical nature 
to mankind ; and by a regard to foct-ty, which he is perſuaded mult and 
will ſuffer, whenever any thing is ſubſtituted among them, as recommend- 
ing them to the peculiar favour of God, independent of the ſtricteſt re- 
gard to integrity, and the conſtant exerciſe of truth and righteouſneſs, in 
all cheir dealings with one another. He wiſhes not to extend this far- 
ther than Dr. Dodd's addreſs has been; and therefore ſends it only to 
the London Chronicle, in which he has ſeen it; but hopes the Printers 
of the other Papers, who have inſerted that, will look upon it as a duty 
they owe to the Public to inſert this, to prevent the pernicious. influence 
that may poſlivly arite from the other. No anſwer was ever given 
to this. | 


deciſion on the plea he had put in, in reipe&t to Mr. Robinſon's evi- 
dence, the utmolt induſtry was uſed to repreſent Dr. Dodd's as a hard 
caſe, and his conviction as ſupported by influence, unwarrantable, ille- 
gal, and unprecedented evidence. The moſt artful means were uſed to 
arouſe the paſſions of mankind in the Doctor's favour, tho' reaſon and 
Juttice pleaded againſt him, SP 

It might have been reaſonably expected that the unanimous opinion 
of twelve Judges, that the finding of the bill was right, and according 
to law, that Lewis Robinſon was a competent witneſs, that the proceed- 
ings upon the indictment were legally had, and that the criminal was 
thereupon duly convicted according to law, would have totally filenced 
theſe pleas for the Doctor. But nothing reaſonable was to be heard; 
and, to the altoniſhment of every unprejudiced and reflecting mind, 
a Common Counci: of the City of London was called, to preſent a pe- 
tition in favour of the Doctor. There was ſo great an 1mpropriety in 
tius, that when the report firſt came abroad that a Common Council was 
to be called for the purpoſe, no unprejudiced or conſiderate perſon gave 
the leaſt credit to it. How little they had to urge that the juſtice of the 
law ſhould not take place, will appear from thèir own petition, which 
plainly ſhews that they had nothing to ſay che leaſt to the purpoſe ; 
and that after the competency of Mr. Robinſon's evidence, and the le- 


gality of the whole proceedings againſt the Doctor, had been fully eſta- 


influenced by no partial motives. He has been induced ſolely by a ve- 


Between the time of the Doctor's being found guilty, and the Judges 


bliſhed © 
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bliſhed by the unanimous opinion of the twelve Judges, they had not the 
leaſt ground fer preſenting a petition, which will appear from a due con 
ſideration of the Doctor's own pleas for mercy, as delivered in Court 
when he was found guilty, and when he received ſentence. His defence 
upon his trial was as follows: | a | 


* 


„ Upon the evidence which has this day been produced againſt me, 
I find it very diftcult for me to addreſs your Lordſhips : There is 
no man in the world, my Lords, who has a deeper ſenſe of the heinous 
nature of the crime, for which 1 ſtand indicted, than myſelf; I view 
it in all its extent of malignancy towards a commercial ſtate like ours. 
But, my Lords, I humbly apprehend, though no Lawyer, that the 
moral turpitude and malignity of the crime, both in the eye of the 
law, of reaſon, and of religion, conſiſts in the intention. I am in- 
formed, my Lords, that the act of Parliament, on this head, runs 
perpetually in that ſtile, æ 0 an intention to defraud : Such an in- 
tention, my Lords, and Gentlemen of the Jury, I believe has not 
been attempted to be proved upon me ; and the conſequences that 
have happened, which have appeared before you, ſufficiently prove, 
that a perfect and ample reſtitution has been made. I leave it, my 
Lords, to you, and you, Gentlemen of the Jury, to conſider, that if 
an unhappy man, of any kind, ever deviates from the law of right, 
yet, if in the ſingle firii moment of recollection, he does all he can 
to make a full and perfect amends, what, my Lords, and Gentlemen 
of the Jury, can God and man deſire further? My Lords, there 
are a variety of little circumſtances, too tedious to trouble you with, 
with reſpect to this matter. Was 1 to give a looſe to my feelings, I 
have many things to fay, which I am ſure you would feel, with reſpect 
to me. But, my Lords, as it appears on all hands, as it appears, Gen- 
rlemen of the Jury, in every view, that no injury, intentional or real, 


has been dene to any man upon the face of the earth; J hope that, 


therefore, you will conſider the caſe in its true ſtate of clemency. 1 
mult obſerve, and your Lordſhips I am ſure, though I have met with 
all candour in this Court, yet I have been purſued with oppreſſive 
cruelty. 1 have been proiecuted after the molt expreſs engagements, 
after the moſt ſolemu aſſurances, after the moſt deluſive, ſoothing 
arguments of Mr. Manley: I have been proſecuted with a cruelty 
ſcarcely to be paralleled. A perton, avowedly criminal in the ſame 
indictment wita myielf, has been brought forth as a capital witneſs 
againſt me;—a fact, I believe, totally unexampled. My Lords, 
oppreſſed as I am with infamy, loaded as I am with diſtreſs, ſunk un- 
der this cruel proſecution, your Lordſhips, and Gentlemen of the Jury, 
cannot think life a matter of any value to me. No, my Lords, | 
ſolemnly proteſt, that death, of all blefings, would be the molt plea- 
ſant to me after this pain. I have yet, my Lords, I have yet ties 
which call upon me, ties which render me deſirous even to continue 
this niſerable exiſtence ! I have a wife, my Lords, who, for twenty- 
ſeveu years, has lived an unparalleled example of conjugal attachment 
and fidelity; and whoſe behaviour, during this trying ſcene, will 
draw tears of approbation, I am ſure, even from the moſt inhuman. 
My Lords, I hope I don't exceed in what I ſay. My Lords, I have 
creditors, honelt men, that will loſe much by my death : I hope, for 
the ſake of juſtice towards them, ſome mercy will be ſhewn to * 
| | 46 an 
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and if, upon the whole, theſe conſiderations at all avail with you, my 
Lords, and you, Gentlemen of the jury; if, upon the moſt partial 
ſurvey of the matter, not the ſlighteſt intention of injury can appear 
to any one; and I ſolemnly declare, it was in my power to replace 
« jt in three months: of this I aſſured Robinſon frequently, and had his 
« ſolemn aſſurances no man ſhould be privy to it but Mr. Fletcher and 
« himſelf ; and if no injury is done to any man upon the earth, I then 
« hope, I truſt, I confide myſelf in the tencernefs, humanity, and pro- 
tec tection of my country.” To. 


When he was brought to the bar to receive ſentence, and aſked what he 
had to alledge why „ Syn ſhould not be pronounced againft him, 
he addreſſed the Court in the lollowing terms: 


« My Lord, | 
I now ſtand before you a dreadful example of human infirmity. I 
entered upon public life with the expectations common to young men, 
whoſe education has been liberal, and whoſe abilities have been flat- 
tered : and, when I became a Clergyman, conſidered myſelf as not 
impairing the dignity of the order. I was not an ale, nor, J hope, 
an ſeleſs miniſter, I taught the Truths of Chriſtianity, with the 
zeal of conviction, and the authority of innocence. My labours 
were approved; my pulpit became popular; and I have reaſon to 
believe that, of thofe who heard me, ſome have been preſerved from” 
7 ſin, and ſome have been reclaimed, —Condeſcend, my Lord, to think, 
ait theſe conſiderations aggravate my crime, how much they muſt em- 
bitter my puniſhment | f 

«« Being diſtinguiſhed and elevated by the confidence of mankind, 
I had too much confidence in myſelf: and, thinking my integrity, 
wha: others thought it, eſtabliſbed in ſincerity, and fortified by re- 
ligion, I did not conſider the danger of vanity, nor ſuſpect the de- 
ceitfulneſs of my own heart, The day of conflict came, in which 
temptation ſurpriſed and overwhelmed me. I committed the crime, 
which I intreat your Lordſhip to believe that my conſcience hourly 
repreſents to me in its full bulk of mitchief and malignity. Many 
have been overpowered by temptation, who ate now among the peni- 
tent in Heaven. | : | 

To an act, zow waiting the deciſion of vindictive Juſtice, I will 
not preſume to oppoſe the counterbalance of almoſt thirty years—a 
great part of the life of man—paſſed in exciting and exerciſing cha- 
rity ; in rcheving ſuch diſtreſſes as I now feel; in adminiſtering thoſe 
coniolations which I now want. I will not otherwiſe extenuate my 
offence, than by declaring, what I hope will appear to many, and 
which many circumitances make probable, that I did not intend to be 
finally fraudulent; nor will it become me to apportion my own puniſþ- 
ment, by aliedging that my ſufferings have been not much leſs than 
my guilt, | | 

I have fallen from reputation, which ought to have made me cauti- 
ous; and from a fortune, which ought to have given me content, I 
am junk at once into poverty and ſcorn : my name and my crime fill 
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« the ballads in the ftreets ; the ſport of the thoughtleſs, and the tri. 


% umph of the wicked. | | | ha 
lt may ſeem ſtrange, my Lord, that, remembering what I have late. dil 
4% ly been, I ſhould ſtill with to continue what I am. Bur contempt of ha 


death, how ſpeciouſly ſoever it might mingle with heathen virtues, has 
* nothing in it ſuitable to Chriſtian penitence. Many motives impel me 
* to beg earneſtly tor life. I feel the natural horror of a violent death, 
«« and the umverſal dread of untimely diſſolution. I am defirous to re. 
«© compenle the injury I have done to the Clergy, to the world, and to Wi 
religion; and to efface the ſcandal of my crime, by the example of 
% my repentance, But, above all, I wiſh to die with ee more 


«© compoled, and calmer preparation. The gloom and contuſion of | 
*« priſon, the anxiety of a trial, the horror of ſuſpenſe, and the ine- 
<< vitable viciſſitudes of paſſion, leave not the mind in a due diſpoſition 
«« forthe holy exerciſes of prayer and fel:-examination. —Let not a lit- Th 
«« tle life be denied me, in which I may, by meditation and contrition, by 
«© prepare myſelf to ſtand at the tribunal of Omnipotence, and ſupport 
the preſence of that Judge, who ſhall diſtribute to all according to . 
| their works; who will receive and pardon the repenting ſinner ; and Do, 
_ © from whom the merciful ſhall obtain mercy ! | 3p = 
| For theſe reaſons, my Lord, amidſt ſhame and miſery, I wiſh yet wor 
c to live; and moſt humbly implore that I may be recommended by B 
«« your Lordſhip to the clemency of his Majeſty!“ | | his 
Is there any thing in theſe defences but what, to an unprejudiced and bar 
| diſcerning mind, rather makes againſt the Doctor, not to ipeak more un- 2 
favourably of them? There was an unhappy Spaniard, who received ſen- bl 
L tence of death at the ſame ſeſiions the Doctor was found guilty, for ſtab- Wi plic 
\') bing a young woman he had connexions with, in a ſudden tranſport of goo 
q Tage and jealouſy; when he was aſked what he had toalledge why judge- * 
| ment ſhould not be pronounced againſt him, he only replied, ©* 17 i well; ou 
* 1 am content,” Theſe few words, if there is any thing to be built ife. 
upon words, indicate a greatneſs and reſignation of mind, that if mercy WW anx 
could have taken place of juſtice in the caſe, it ſeems to have pointed 0 
him out as a proper object, as the fact appeared to have been committed hop 
1 in a ſudden guſt of rage and jealouſy: and he Was a ſtranger to our laws. | 
* But it is probable that there was not a ſingle emotion of pity raiſed in the 
breaſt of any one for this unhappy man.---There was, about the time of 
Dr. Dodd's condemnation, a man condemned to be hanged, and a wo- 
ö man to be burnt, for waſhing a halfpenny to make it paſs for a ſhilling. 
N No humanity acted here to prevent the ſentence taking place, nor no 
commiſeration was ſhed upon them. But theſe were poor; and they were 
allo, perhaps, ignorant of the penalty of the law in the caſe ; and they 
had, perhaps, never once been led into the paths of goodneſs. So partial T 
are we in our boaſted humanucy ! — The following is a Copy of the 
. Petition of the City of London: . 
To the King's Maſt Excellent Majeſty. 
The PETITION of the Lox D Mayor, AL DERKMEN, and Commons, ha 
| of the City of LONDON, | . 
4 Moſt humbly ſheweth, | 
. That William Dodd, Doctor of Laws, now lying under ſentence 


of death in your Majeſty's gaol of Newgate, for the crime of forgery, 
| as 
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has for a great part of his life ſet an uſeful and laudable example of 
== diligence in his calling, which in many inſtances has produced the moſt 
= happ effect. 3 I 
=_ *< That he has been the firſt inſtitutor, and a very earneſt and active 
promoter of ſeveral modes of uſeful charity, and therefore may be con- 
5 2 as having been, on many occaſions, a benefactor to the publick. 

bf * Your petitioners therefore, conſidering his caſe as in ſome of 
"Lf its circumſtances unprecedented and peculiar, and encouraged 
7 by your Majeſty's known clemency, moſt humbly recommend 
the ſaid William Dodd to your Majeſty's moſt gracious con- 
ſideration, in hope that he will be found not altogether un- 
worthy to ſtand an example of royal mercy,” 


And your petitioners will ever pray, &c. 


7 
88 


Phe following is a Copy of the PETITION delivered to his MajzsTY 
buy the Foreman of the Jux 1 upon the Trial of the unfortunate Divine: 

5 May it pleaſe your Majeſty, | 

WE, your Majeſty's dutiful ſubjects, the jurors on the trial of Dr. 
Dodd, moſt humbly preſume to ©. ice rar Majeſty, and to recom- 
mend the unhappy convict as an object whom we cannot but conceive 
worthy of your Majeſty's royal compaſſion, 
3 Being diſtreſſed in mind for his impending fate, and having conſidered 
his caſe in the moft extenſive point of view, we are 1 to beſeeck 
== your Majeſty to conſider, that the ſevere mode of proceding againſt the 
= priſoner was ſuch, as, on the day of trial, impreſſed us with the utmoſt 
concern. We thence retained a wiſh to ſerve him; but finding ourſelves 
XxX obliged to pronounce him guilty, no other hope now remains but to ſup- 
EX plicate your Majeſty, whoſe reign is filled with acts of mercy, and whoſe 
XX goodnels is ever ready to relieve the diſtreſſed, | | | 
May we be permitted, therefore, gracious Sire, to form a hope, that Fa 
RE your Majeſty will pleaſe to liſten to the requeſt we make—that of ſavin N 
life.—Should it be your e pleaſure ſo to do, it will alleviate our 
anxiety, and convey to us a laſting monument of your paternal goodneſ;. 
XX —Confiding in your Majeſty's mercy, we, with the greateſt Emi 
XX hope our prayers will not be in vain. | | * 
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o | Samuel Elliot, Foreman. | 7 
p Thomas Langſtaff ohn Quick j 
s Wm. Berry | Francis Ilinſon = 
Thomas Clark Edward Davis . is 
a John Pittaway George Lyde 7 by 
- ohn Cockran Thomas 'T'omlins. N 
| ohn Ruſſell _ | 

il = The following is a PETITION ſaid to have been ſigned by 23,000 

< 5 a Hands: | 3 


To the K IN G's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. | 
The humble Petition of the following Gentlemen, Merchants, and Tra- 
ders, Inhabitants of London, Weſtminſter, and the Borough of South- 
. wark, „ | 28 
Moſt humbly ſneweth, | | 
THAT though they are duly conſcious of the ſtrict Juſtice of the 
dreadful ſentence denounced againſt uh William Dodd, and confirmed 0 
| | | | 2 F 
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dus prerogative with whi 
- gour of. juſtice, 


-been a preacher remarkably diligent and _— un 
i 
Inſſtitutor of 'evo charitable Societies, and by giving very 


Save benefited Society by their virtues, as not unworthy of pity, when 


minds, and increaſe that diſreſpect for the Clergy, which is always pro- 


"their mind may be, will be put down by the figners, &c. as inhuman 
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by the wiſdom of your Majeſty in Council; yet conſidering the glori. 
ive Wi h your Majeſty is inveſted, of ſoft din > the ri- 
ily in caſes in which the law makes no diſcrimi- 

nation, they humbly preſume to ſybmit to 4 Rayal conſideration, 
That this unhappy convi@ has, during t 1 part of his life, 
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That he has given ſignal proofs of public utility, in 7 5 principal 


5 ous and ef. 
fcacious aſſiſtance to others: | . 
That in all ages it has been the cuſtom to ſet the general character of 


delinquents againſt their particular crimes, and to conſider thoſe, who 


* 


they have injured it oy: their faults : 
hat the ſaid William Dodd was, before this offence, regarded by 
reat numbers as a man much to be reverenced for his a ilities and uſe- 


neſs. | ap } 1 KS 
That it may be feared the public execution of a miniſter of religion, ſo 
active and conſpicuous, may have very pernicious effects on common 


dare of a laxity both in principle and * 0 . 
That the good the ſaid William Dodd has done, and the circumſtance: 
"that render his caſe peculiar, almoſt prelude him from being an example 
that can give the leaſt confidence to future offenders, ſhould he be thought 

an obje& of Royal clemency : | HEB | 3 

That, therefore, they moſt humbly recommend William Dodd 6] the 
*mercy of your Majeſty, begging only that his life may be ſpared, in 
confidence, that whatever way he ſhall be diſpoſed of in your ajeſty's 
| pages __ wiſdom, his penitence will be a more uſeful atonement 
han > .... | 


— 


Alnd your, petitioners will ever pray. = 
It deſerves to be remarked here, that the manner in which the names 8 
xo this petition were obtained, viz. by going about from houſe to houſe, 
and ſoliciting the figning of it, tends to create great uneaſmeſs and diſ- Wl 
turbance in ſociety. Thoſe who refuſe to ſign, whatever the reaſons in 


Wretches, and ill-will will ariſe againſt them, to the prejudice, perhaps, 
of their fortune, as well as their reputation. On the contrary, many, 
from the fear of offending, and prejudicing people againſt them, may be 
induced to fign ſuch a petition againſt the diftates of their conſcience, 
and ſo have uneaſineſs in their minds on that account. There would, 
indeed, be tual uncafineſs and animoſity, were ſuch applications to 
be praftiſed : Nor does it appear, when we conſider the general. laws and 
nature of ſociety, and our own conſtitution in particular, that any part of 
a community has a right to petition againſt the juſtice of the laws taking 
on a criminal, becauſe the . laws are made for the whole, not a 

part ; and he who violates them, offends againſt the whole, not a part 
only, of the community ; therefore no part of a ſociety has .a right to 
petition for the life of a criminal, unleſs by ſetting forth. circumſtances 
zelating to the crime, which extenuates it, and which the reſt of the com- 
munity are ignorant of. 
It cannot but be obſerved here, that theſe petitions ſet forth nothing az 
A plea for diverting the courie of juſtice, except that which the twelve 
Judges had pronounced perfectly legal and right, The Jury build their Wl 
a Bo | | l peution 3 
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getition ſolely upon this; the City's ſeems founded upon the ſame ; fer 
any ey" | hr werkiownrs conſidering his caſe as in fome of its cir- 
te cumſtatices wnprecedented and peculiar, humbly recommend the faid 
«© William Dodd,” &c. But ſurely what the twelve Judges had un- 
animouſly pronounced to be right and legal, was not a proper foundation 
to petition upon for the diverting of juſtice. If they found it upon the 
' DoRor's former good deeds, they ſet up their own wiſdom againſt the 
ivine; for Gob has told us his rule of proceeding in the like caſe: 
When (ſays he, by his prophet Ezekiel) the righteous turneth away 
Ce fröm his Highteouſneſs, and committeth iniquity, and doeth accordin 
to all the abominations that the wicked man doeth, ſhall he live? Al 
e the righteouſneſs that he hath done ſhall not be mentioned. In his 
7 treſpais that he hath treſpaſſed, and in his fin that he hath ſinned, in 
ce them ſhall he die.” Ezekiel, Ch. xviii. 24.— This is what God 
pronounceth emphatically to be ſtrict or | ang Equity ; and yet ſuch 
25 the force of prejudice, ſuch the falſe dictates of the paſſions, that the 
King and his Council have been treated with the moſt virulent and 
ſcandalous abuſe for not breaking this rule of Divine Equity: And this 
is founded in the immutable nature of things, in the eternal laws of 
'Reaſon and Juſtice : For if any one leave virtue for vice, innocence for 
criminality, uſefulneſs to ſociety for meaſures the moſt deſtructive to it, 
his former, good deeds can with no reaſon be alledged in his favour, 
becauſe it is plain he has made another choice, unleſs it can be proved 
that this act was commuted unpremeditately, as it were, in ſuch an 
inſtant of time as did not give reaſon or reflexion room to operate; or, 
though deliberately, that the committor repented of it, and was fully 
convicted in his own. mind of the heinouſneſs of it, before the fear of 
Puniſhment came upon him. But have, or could, theſe petitions ſet forth 
any thing of this kind of the Doctor? Have they ſet forth, or proved, 
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what would have been much to the purpoſe, that there was a likelihood, 
or an ability, of his repaying the money if he had not been appre- 
hended ſo ſoon, which was one of the points he reſted his defence on 
upon his trial? This was a moſt material thing for the friends of the 
2 to have done; and their not doing it, makes much againſt 
We are ſorry to ſay, but truth demands it, that the petition of the 
city of London has not that ſtrict expreſſion of truth in it, which is one 
of the great, if not the greateſt, ornament of human nature, and the 
reateſt bond of ſecurity in ſociety, which every individual ought to be 
ricky and nicely ſcrupulous about, much more a public Magiſtracy. 
It ſets forth, that the Doctor has been the FIRST InsTITUTOR, and a 
very earneſt and ative Promoter of SEVERAL Modes of uſetul charity. 
But it does not appear that the Doctor was the FIRST InsTITUTOR of 
— more than oe fingle mode of charity. | | 
etitions againit the ſentence of the law taking place can be juſtly 
founded only on tome peculiarly extenuating circumſtances in the com- 
miſſion of the crime, or afterwards, before the fear of puniſhment took 
place ; or upon ſome circumſtances appearing in favour of the crimi- 
nal, which did not appear on his trial: But nothing of this kind is ſet 
forth in the petitions for the Doctor; and thereforè they are trifling, 
and could not juſtly be expected to have effect: And it cannot bur 
aſtonuth every refleCting perion, that the city of London ſhould ſend up 
"ONE Sr fone: des days after bs b ed 
n the th of June, eleven days after he had received ſentence, the 
Doctor delivered an Addrets in the Chapel of Newgate; to his fellow 
priſoners, and had it printed and publithed the next day, 
e e 8 . It 
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It will not be unyſeful to cloſe this account of Dr. Dodd with an 
impartial examination of his conduct of life, ar leaſt the latter part of 
it, for a courſe of ſome years; for, according to the Divine Rule which 
has been already quoted, it is by that he ought to be judged of here. — 
There is very great reaſon for ſuch an impartial examination, as the 
greateſt pains have been taken to extol him to the ſkies, and inflame the 
' paſſions of mankind in his favour, to leſſen or palliate, as it were, his 
crime ; and thereby the moſt inveterate and ſcurrilous abuſe has, without 
the leaſt cauſe, been thrown on his Majeſty and his Council for not ſto 
ping the courſe of juſtice in his favour. The a. pgs of Dr. Dodd 
in ſo unprecedented a manner, tends alſo to inculcate erroneous notions 
of right and wrong, and to extinguiſh real virtue : It tends tv promote 
a ſhew of goodneſs without the reality. How much has been ſaid up- 
on Dr. Dodd's being the firſt promoter of the Society for the Relicf of 
Perſons confined for Debts ? Let us examine this imparcially : At the 
time he was promoting this, he was all the while, by his act and ex- 
ample, leading others to a like place of confinement. By living very far 
above his circumſtances, he was, it is very likely, by non-payment of the 
Juſt demands upon him, wringing the hearts of ſome of his creditors with Wn 
anguiſh : he was, perhaps, obliging others to take up money on intereſt,. 
or to pay a more than common price, for want of their not being able 
to ſatisfy their creditors in due time, on account of his not paying their 
demands on him. The contributions he gave to this Society, and other 
charitable inſtitutions, were not his to give, as they were the due of his 
creditors. It is forming extremely wrong notions of virtue, it is calling 
evil good, to think that acts of beneficence can be performed before acts 
of juſtice are done; or to give ſuch acts applauſe. But this is too much 
che ſpirit of the times. The man who makes the greateſt ſtir at charitable 
inſtitutions, though he is at the very ſame time unjuſt, a breaker of his 
promiſes and engagements, and of all the common duties of life, is 
extolled to the ſkies : no charge is to be heard againſt him ; even the laws 
are to be bent in his favour : he is to commit crimes of the moſt pre- 
judicial nature to ſociety with impunity, But is this the truth of 
things? No! ſtrict integrity and juſtice is the firſt excellency of man: 
there is no virtue, no worth, without this: When this is wanting, all elſe 
is but the Peacock's feathers upon a Jay. If there be a virtue that thc 
Creator has given to mankind to practiſe, it is this, aud to live accord- 
ing to right Reaſon : | | 7 
4 Of all the Inhabitants of Earth, to Man alone 


Creative M 1 to lift bis Eye 


To Truth's eternal Meaſures; thence to frame 
The ſacred Laws of Action and of Will, | 
Difſeerning Juſtice from unequal Deeds, 
And T emperance from Folly. . 
If there be a virtue which can dignify human nature, it is this.— Al. 
other virtues may be conſtitutional, or may be feigned. Strict integrity 
Is not of a nature to be conſtitutional; nor can it be feigned. It mult 
therefore proceed from a real ſenſe of duty and excellency. — Can Dr. 
Dodd be juſtified upon any right principles, in living continually, in 2 
manner, very far beyond his circumſtances, though thoſe were very plenti- 
ful? Can his injuſtice, in keeping his creditors time after time out of their 
i | 5 money, 
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and not endeavouring to ſatisfy their juſt demands by retrenchin; 
2 expences, be eme ? Can he be juſtified in continuing, for 2 
ſeries of ſome years, in all thoſe breaches of promiſes, ſubterfuges, and 
meanneſſes, which a man in ſuch circumſtances muſt neceſſarily commit e 
Can he be juſtified in that continued round of extravagant diſſipation and 
gaiety in which he lived in his ſamily, and whereby he was commit. 
ting injuſtice every day, in contracting debts he had not means to pay ? 


It ought to be remembered too, that during this he continued a pro- 


reacher of the Religion of CHRIST; the whole ſpirit of which 
2 RR from ſuch a life as light from darkneſs. He could ſcarcely 
look upon a page of the New Teſtament which did not, in direct terms, 
-condemn his conduct. And whatever may be the opinion of theſe times, 
in a!moſt every age and country the Teachers of Religion have been 
expected to live a life of more than ordinary goodneſs, and to be pat- 
terns of what they taught: and it ſeems to be founded in the reaſon 
of things to expect this. Is it not a mocking of Car1sT and his Re- 
ligion for the profeſſed Teacher to lead a hte contrary to the ſpirit of 

it? The foundation of his religion is ariſing above the ſpirit and Faſhion 
of this world, not to be conformed to it, (to uſe the words of one of his 
Apoſtles) but transformed by the renewing of the mind. 

Accidental deviations from the pure precepts of Chrift may be fallen 
into by the beſt of men; but to lead a continued courſe of life direct! 
WS oppoſite to the ſpirit of his religion, more particularly for a Teacher 
it, is (to uſe a New Teſtament expreſſion) to crucify Chri/? afreth ; as it 
tends to make his religion vile, or a mere nothing, in the eyes of the 
people ; to lead them to a quite contrary ſpirit from his. Can it be ex- 
pected that the people will live in his ſpirit, while they ſee the Teachers 
of his religion live in a quite contrary one ? 

A Churchill deſerves commendation in this, that he declined continu- 
Ing to be a Teacher of a Religion, to the precepts of which he would 
not conform his life, —It may be ſaid, perhaps, Is living above circums 
ſtances then, ſo great a crime? It may be anſwered, with truth and juſtice, 
That it is the root of many crimes, and even thoſe of the blackeſt dye, 
and moſt prejudicial to ſociety : The experience of the age, and even 
the preſent caſe, makes any proof of this unneceſſary. — I he writer of 
this. never knew Dr. Dodd, or any of his friends, nor has any connex- 
ions whatſoever to biaſs him; but, as a member of ſociety, as a lover of 
truth and virtue, he thinks it his duty to declare his ſentiments againſt | 
whatever appears to him to tend to leſſen in the people a regard to ho- 
neſty or juſtice, which is the foundation of all ſecurit) and happineſs in 
ſociety. But muſt not this be done when they ſee the man honoured, as it 
were, who has violated them in the moſt deliberate manner, and it may 
be added continual manner? for his conunuing to live year after year 
beyond his circumſtances was doing ſo, as he had it every day in his 
power, by retrenching his gaiety and ſplendor of living, and appro- 
priating part of the incomes of his preferments, to have done juſtice. 

The Boctor could not, like a tradeſman, be brought into d:tticu:tizs by 
cireumſtances which could not be guarded again. The mistortunes of 
trade are various: the Doctor was xpoied to none of them; nor was 
he burdened by a large family, never having had a child; and his in- 
come for many years has been conſiderable. Nor was there that dif- 
ficulty in extricating himſeif from his cii cumſtances, as atcends the 
radeiman z--retrenching of his expences, and living as became a Mini- 

| ter 


tors may be inferred from his own w 
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Ker: of Chriſt, would have effected it. But he choſe any other meam, 
however vile, ſooner than do this. How great his injuſtice to his credi- 

ords, urging it as one plea that the 
counrfe of juſtice againſt him ſhould be | ulpended. 4% I have creditors, m 


Lord, honeſt men, that will loſe much by my death: I hope, for the 


4 ſake of juſtice towards them, ſome mercy will be ſhewn to me.“ ¶ See 
bis Defence, page 22.) | 


* 


To lee a clergyman, who was capable of endeavouring, by the moſt 


indirect means, to corrupt the integrity of the higheſt and moſt reſpec. 


table officer in the kingdom, in the beſtowing of eccleſiaſtical preferment ; 
2 profeſſed teacher of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, commuting injuſtice 
every day, by living far beyond his abilities to pay; a deliberate perpe- 
trator of a crime the moſt prejudicial to ſociety ; and which, if not pre- 


| vented, no property can be ſecure; to ſee ſuch a one honoured, as it 


were, heaven and earth moved in his favour, and the magiitrates of a 
city, who ought to be the guardians and ſupporters of juſtice, joining in 
endeavouring to prevent the juſtice of the laws taking place on him: 
to ſee tie King and his Council reviled in the moſt abuſive manner for 
not facriticing juſtice in favour of ſuch an offender, is the way to ex- 
tinguiih in the people all ideas of there being any enormity in injuſtice 
and traud. 


of crimes with: the infamy and deteſtation they merit, ſince we have 
-own fo humanely police as to treat criminals with the ſame reſpect as 
i due only to virtue, the commiſſion of crimes has increaſed in a rapid 


degree among us, and will go on to increaſe whilſt we continue to have 


ſuch refinemeac. The puniſhment of the laws will not be ſufficient fo 
long as the offenders againſt them are not ſtigmatized with infamy. 
Wiatever humanity bids the heart feel for the ſufferings of criminals, 
the intereſts of virtue and ſociety require we ſhould lock it up in our own 
breaſt, and in our language and outward behaviour caſt a due igno- 
22 on them. Let capital puniſhments be aboliſhed if you wall ; 
ut. let infamy in every iociety attend the violators of the eternal and 
immutable laws of juſtice. The King and his Council have, to their 
great honour, done all that was in their power to prevent the bad influ- 
ence which the ſtir that has been made to ſave Dr. Dodd from juſt puniſh- 
ment might have had. | 8 5 
- Pre Fublic may, and it is to be earneſtly wiſhed they will, learn this 
inſtruction from his fad fate :=That neither TALENTS, LEARNING, or 


POPULAR FAVOUR, can fave a man from ipnoming and deſtruction, who 


ce permits himicif ro be ſeduced out of ihe proper bounds of '@&conomy. 
Ertramagauce, and the felly of imitating our ſuperiors, appear to be, at 
pretent, oo univerially prevailing ; but let ail thote whote minds aie 


iuſceptible of zuch weak impreſſions, recollect thefe are the ſecds of for- 
ery. ' 0 & 3: : 4 
4 Let every man who ſhall hereafter meditate on a forgery, call to mind 


the 1gnominious fate of Dr. Dodd; let him reflect from his remarkable 
caſe, that there is the higheſt probability that woe and bitter anguiſh 
will follow the flowing of the ink, and a ipeedy and ſhameful deatn the 
ſtroke ot the pen. I Rus will Dr. Dodd in his death be uſeful to man : 


long iband a ſtciking monument of the haleful effects of living above our 
Fucumiances] and at ho / little true worth are eloquence, ſhining abilzs 


- 


nes, ad even ſocial yittnes, if the heart is not fort- ed by immoveable 


* * ' 


Wtegiliy, and influenced by the love of juſtixe above all thing. 
2 25 „ 0 ne C ĩͤ 4352631515 9 
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Too true it is already, that fince our refinement, or falſe 
virtue, has taught us to think it inhumanity to treat the perpetrators 8 


Kind, as without doubt many of his ations in life have been. May he 
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""— . = : 
—_ . inſtance of Dr. Dodd does alſo, in a ſtriking manner, ſet forth 
5 4 ne ieee and ofe 1 the Apoſtolic advice: Let bin $74 + thinketh he 
Aanderb, take beed left be fall. We may alſo-ſee the truth of that maxim 
ronounced ſo many ages ago by Solon, That no man can be prongunced 
appy till the day of Joe eath.- Who would have ever tl ought, or 
how little could it enter into his own imagination td-conceive, that he 


1 


m crouds followed from pulpit to pulpit to hear the Word of God, 
255 learn the rules of righteouſneſs, ſhould be follg EP the ſame 
Frouds to ſee him. ſuffer an. ignominious depth for be flagitious 
crime 1 How happy had it been . for himſelf had he died a few. years 
480 1—lt is ſaid that the Doctor's motto on his ſeal, coach, c. was 
Joxoyr and Hex EST T. How much is it to be lamented. that they 
ere not allo deeply 7 ON his heart. But let the reader, Who- 
ever he is, from this fatal example, reſalue ta write em in the tablet 
of his memory and his heart, that they may not depart from him 
in any circum Beer moment let his Hua on be whatever it will. . 
The Doctor ſeems to have had a great tenderneſs of heart... The 
yerſes that have been quoted ſpeaking of hit parents, and his dedicating 
one of his works here memory, does ham. great. honour; and the 
ins he took to relieye diſtteſſes. Spearing, of himſelf in his Reflec- 
tions on Death, he ſays, No man living n bawe a bi regard /or 
% beurvolence'and humanity than the writer of the/e lines: = thinks 
hg ba lence to the foul of & much | higher nature thay that tobe body; 
aud would be far from leading 4% auce, are (reading the. infid1ox3 
_—_ ** zalbs of pleaſure with too eager delight, into: deluſiue and. dangerous 
_ -* fr ove as if tenderneſs of heart, ans. ad, of charily could atone 


* 1 


er every other deficiency,” . ei 13 | 4 8570 622 58 b 
There is a great.appearance of his being ſincere in his writings, and 
that he felt what he wrote. Habana ern he was in — too 
much by ambitious views, and fell into the inſiduous paths of pleaſure, 
or of high living, keeping much company, and making a how. From 
ence ſprang his ruin. Ihe Sermons he compoſed and delivered, with 
us other numerous literary Produftgns, ſhew that he did not always 
live in a conſtant round of diſſipation. Let us applaud and . honour hin 
in his good deeds, not. juſtify him therefrom in his bad one, but drop 
the tear of tceling and compaſſion over his. unhappy fate, hoping 
= wiſhing, that by a ſincere repentance in the concluding ſcene of his I 
de is now happy, But let no man from his or any other exantple, thai 
be may violate c ie . laws of ſociety, and the eternal rules of juſtice and 
righteouſneſs, with any well-groundeg affurance of being received. inta 
the Divine favour . hereafter, by the tears he may thed, and the cons 
Fritzon he may exprels or feel, waen puniſhment lays hold upon m. 
There was ſomething in the fig ure, eloquence, and manner of Dr. 
Dodd, that gave him always the command of his audience in his. preach- 
ing. It is however granted by his friends, that his parts were; rather 
ſhining than ſolid, and that his ſucceis was more Owing' to a poliſhed ex- 
tertor, to the amiable and gracetul manner in Which ue uaitocmly go 
ducted himſelf, which made a molt univerſal impreiſiva in hig, 14 Dar- 
deen de any uncommon ſhare of intrinfical mer: 
Dr. Dopp was buried on Monday night, ine 30th of June, about 
twelve o'clock, in a vault belonging to 2 very autient faz ia. the 


church · yard of Welt Ham, near London, Where he had been Lure I 
The Doctor, before his execution, Rad" requeſted 10 te buried id Ike © 
church, but his requeſt was not granted, Tae intcription on © the 4 
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cofia was, The Rev. William 1)cdd, born May 20, 1 202 1 | if 
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3 June 27, 1777, 18 the 49th year ct his ee 129. 793 s if * 
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d ARGUMENT S uſed in the Common Council of the City of 


London for preſenting a Petition to his Majeſty in Favour of Dr, 

Dodd. | | 

A T a Court of Common Council held on Friday the 16th of June, 
the Lord Mayor opened the buſineſs by obſerving they were called to. 
gether at the requeſt of a number of reſpectable and worthy members, 
to confider-of a petition to his Majeſty, in behalf of Dr. Dodd. 
Mr. Deputy Jones opened the ſubject in a pathetic ſpeech, in which 
he drew a ſhort picture of the Doctor's public life, and made an infe- 
renee that the good he had done very much over-balanced the evil, in 
the crime for which he was now an unhappy ſufferer : he concluded by 


hoping the Court would coincide with him in opinion, when they had 
heard the evidence of gentlemen waiting without doors, that it would 


be a meaſure worthy the humanity of the corporation of London to pe- 


cation his Majeſty in his favour. _ 
| Mr. Hawes was then deſired to attend the Court, who affirmed, the 
Doctor had been a very active inſtrument in promoting the ſociety for the 
recovery of drowned perſons; and that upwards of one hundred had 
been delivered from the grave by that inſtitution. 
- Mr. White then roſe, and confirmed the ſentiments of Mr. Deputy 
Jones, and in a very able manner ſhewed the evil tendency of puſhing 
the full execution of the law in this ſingular caſe, as it might prejudice 
the cauſe of religion. He obſerved, the lower orders, which formed the 
multitude of mankind, were already too much diſpoſed to ridicule the 
clergy ; and he doubted not but the ſcoffers would triumph in the public 
1 eKkacle of a divine of rank and eminence ſuffering an ignominious 
eath. He then deſired Mr. Winterbottom might be called in, who, 
with equal clearneſs and preciſion, pointed out the great bleſſings which 
had been derived to ſociety at large, by the Doctor's labours in the ſer- 
vice of the Magdalen; that, with Mr. Dingley, he formed the firſt plan, 
and by his preaching eſtabliſhed the charity in the good opinion of man- 
kind; that it had flouriſhed exceedingly by his diligent endeavours ; that 
rom gious numbers, which he ſpecified, had been reclaimed, and were 
iving monuments of its utility and ſucceſs. | | a 
Mr. Deputy Judd, in the ſame line of argument with thoſe who had 
ſpoke before him, introduced Mr. Neadle, Treaſurer to the Society for 
the diſcharge of ſmall debtors, who ſpoke at once to the judgement and 
the heart. He affirmed that Dr. Dodd was the ſole eſtabliſher of the 
Society, and that he had promoted its intereit with unremitting afſſi- 
duity, and conſiderable detriment to his private fortune; that more than 
twenty thouſand had been relieved by the charity. | 
Theſe ſeveral accounts being finiſhed, Mr. Deputy Jones reſumed 
the ſubject, and ſpoke the warm feeling of a humane heart, on hearing 
of ſo much good by this unhappy individual, and congraculated the 
Court that they had had ſuch evidence. E Ley 
Mr. White; in a ſimilar manner, expreſſed the pleaſure he received in 
taking a part in ſuch a buſineſs, and made the following motion, which 
was unanmouſly carri:d: ©* That it appears to this Court, that the 
Rev. Dr. Dodd, now under ſentence of death, for the crime of forgery, 
hath, in che former part of his life, ſet an uſeful and laudable example 
of diligence in his calling; and that in being the firſt inſtitutor, or a 
very earneſt and active promoter of ſeveral modes of uſeful charity, he 
hatn on many occaſions been a benefactor to ihe public,” He then pro- 


ceeded with a ſecond motion, That an humble petition from this 


Court be preienced to his Majeſty, recommending Dr. Dodd as an object 
of Royal mercy.” | 
Mr. Alderman 


K * 
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Mr. Alderman Wooldridge expreſſed ſome doubts on the propriety of 
a petition on ſuch an occaſion, and believed it was unprecedented. He 


added, he moſt heartily wiſhed he might find mercy. | 1 

Mr. Deputy Jones replied, that all precedents muſt have an origin, 
and this was an original caſe. 5 W 3 

Mr. Sharp obſerved there could be no impropriety in petitioning the 
King, and 4 they muſt counteract the dictates of conſcience, if they 
did not in ſuch a caſe as this. He concluded, that it was greatly to be 
feared an execution would have a very bad effect in a religious point of 
iew. : ante tf 
. Mr. Fiſher ſaid, there could be no impropriety in petitioning ; that 
the law reſpecting forgery was made ſanguinary, for the benefit of the 
commercial world; that if the city of London, which was moft intereſted 
In that law, ſhould expreſs their wiſhes that it might in ſo ſingular an 
inſtance to be Sita tad with, his Majeſty could have no pleaſure in 
putting an unhappy man to death, and doubtleſs would graciouſly 
litten to the prayer of the petition ; and that he had very good reaſon 
to believe a requeſt of this ſort would be favourably received. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


LET us impartially conſider theſe arguments :—If the argument of 
Mr. Deputy Jones was concluſive, that the good the Doctor had done 
very much over-balanced the evil of the crime for which he had received 
ſentence, many hundreds muſt have ſuffered unjuſtly ; as the uſeful ac- 
tions of their life probably over-balanced the evil in the crime they 
ſuffered for. It was the opinion of the late Dr. Jortin, and publiſhed 
in one of his ſermons, and it is to be hoped, a true one, that the gene- 
rality of mankind did more good than evil ;” and if the Deputy's argu- 
ment was to bz admitted, it would raiſe an obſtruction to the execution 
of juſtice in a number of cafes, and perhaps the moi deſerving of 
punithment. Poor ignorant friendleſs criminals, indeed, would ſuffer 
in the like number as uſual, without a ſingle figh, or thought of compaſ- 
fion : But the well educated one, the rich, or luxurious one, who had 
gained friends by his ſhining parts, or by his table and chearful bowl, 
would always find ſome to plead his former merits, and the good he had 
done; for what is right in one caſe, is certainly right in another. If the 
argument holds for Dr. Dodd, it will certainly do, or at leaft be thought 
to do ſo, for another, and ancther, and ſoon to a boundleſs length; nay; 


* 


ſome, it may with great reaion be ſuppoſed, would venture on the com- 


miſſion of crimes, on the flattering hopes of being. ſaved, by their for- 
mer good deeds, who otherwiſe would be deterred; and ſome would be 
tempted to make a buſtle in public charities to balance againit the futurg 
enormities they might poſſibly commit, that might ſubject them to the 
E of the laws. We leave it to the reader to judge on which 
nde true reaſon and juſtice preponderates. But let us attend to Mr. 
White, who ſupported Mr, Deputy: Mr. White aroſe and conticmed, 
the ſenti ments of Deputy Jones; and, as it is ſaid, in a very able manner, 
fhewwed the evil tendency of puſhing the fot execution of the law in this 
ſingular caſe, as it might prejudice the cauſe of religion. He obſer- 
ved, the lower orders, which formed the multitude of mankind, were 
already tea much diſpoſed to ridicule the C lergy; and be doubted not but 
the ſcoffers would triumph in the public ſpectacle of a Divine of rant and 
emmence ſuffering an ignominious death. Moſt excellent reaf: ning this 
of Mr. White's, to iec aſide the due execucaon of the la on a criminal; 
the King and the Council malt * been blind, indeed, nut to * 


* 
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the force of it! The clergy, however, we believe, will not thank Mr, 
White: the reſpectable ones of that order are very ſenſible, from experi- 
ence, that there is no diſpoſition in the lower orders of mankind, nor any 
other order, to ridicule them ; nor do they meet with it but very rarely, 
if ever, even from individuals. There may juſtly be a fear that the com- 
miſſion of ſuch a crime, by a Clergyman, as Dr. Dodd has committed, 
may prejudice the cauſe of religion; but in Mr. White's ideas it is not 
the commiſſion of a moſt flagrant crime by a . ee which will pre- 
judice the cauſe of religion, but ſeeing the Parſon hanged up. No doubt, 
Mr. White, the lower orders, which form the multitude of mankind, 
muſt be hugely prejudiced in the favour of tion, by ſeeing a . 
man go unpuniſhed for an enormous crime, whilſt they are hung up by 
ſcores for committing very far leſs ones. Mr. White, before he made 
uſe of this plea, ought to have conſulted the clergy: and, we are per- 
ſuaded, he would have found their opinion very different from his; for 


all of them we have met with have agreed, that there was no juſt or rea- 


ſonable cauſe to deſire a remittance of the execution of the laws in fa- 
vour of Dr. Dodd. Thanks to God, Mr. White, even the lower orders, 
which form the multitude, and which, as a Common Councilman, you 
you ſeem to ſpeak of as ſo much beneath you, are too much enlightned 
in our nation and age not to ſee the violation there would be of all natu- 


ral juſtice and equity, was a criminal to be ſet free from the penalty of ñ 


the laws, becauſe he is a Clergyman. In the dark ages of Popery and ſu- 
perſtition, they might not dare to exclaim againſt it ; though even then 
ny _ think they might ſee the injuſtice; but in our age they certain- 
y would. | 88 | 
Mr. Sharp, another of the Common Council, obſerved, that they muſt 
counteratt the dictates 4 conſcience if they did not petition the King in ſuch 
a caſe, Perhaps the Common Council of London have a peculiar con- 
ſfeience; but one may venture to affirm, that no man in the kingdom be- 
fides found any dictate of conſcience to petition the King in favour of 
Dr. Dodd; and it is extremely plain the King and his Council have no 
conſcience at all, or, at leaft, a very dull one indeed; ſeeing it has given 
them no dictates to ſave the Doctor, though the good city of London 
took ſo much pains to give it a jog. | 
Mr. Fiſher, another of the Gentlemen, went on a different ground : 
He ſaid, that he law reſpeRing forgery was made ſanguinary for the 
„ benefit of the commercial world; that if the city of London, which was 
*© moſt intereſted in that law, ſhould expreſs their wiſhes that it might in 
« fo fengular an inſtance be diſpenſed with, his Maj eſty would doubtleſt 
liſten Io the prayer of the petition.” And ſo, Mr. Fiſher, being 2 
Common Councilman of the city of London, you think, like a Chineſe 
Mandarin of China, that all the reſt of the world beſides is nothing; 
and that the ſecurity of property in all the reſt of the kingdom beſides 
was not an object of the legiſlature in paſſing a law againſt forgery ; and 
the force and terror of this law is to be leſſened, and property in conſe- 
quence rendered leſs ſecure, by the penalty of it being diſpenſed with 


whenever a Deputy Jones, a Mr. White, or Mr. Fiſher, think it proper? 


No, Sir, whatever opinion ou might form of the King and his Council, 
they are too wiſe to diſpenſe with the execution of the law, and thereby 
teflen the ſecurity of the Public at large, whenever the Common Council 
of London think proper to direct them 10 to do, as ſuppoſing the law of 
the land made only for their uſe, and therefore may be diſpenſed with at 
their with. You found, great Mr. Fiſher, that his Majeſty will doubtleſs 
not liſten to the prayer of unreaſonable and injurious petitions, tho? com- 
ing from the Common Council of London; and tho? Mr. Fiſher thought 


; | proper 
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proper to affirm that he had wery good reaſons to believe that a requeſt of 
this kind would be very favourably received. But we muſt attend Mr. 
Deputy Jones once more: Mr. Alderman Wooldridge having very ju- 
dicioully expreſſed ſome doubt on the propriety of a petition on ſuch an 
occaſion, and that it was unprecedented, the Deputy roſe again, and ob- 
ſerved, ** that all precedents muſt have an origin, and this was an ori- 
«© pinal caſe.” But certainly then, Mr. Deputy, it ought to have been 
weighed with great deliberation, and examined with the greateſt coolneſs 
and ftrictneſs, whether it was founded upon the principles of reaſon, 
juſtice, and the good of the community; if this had been done, the pe- 
tition would never have been preſented. And it 15 much to be regretted, 
for the honour of the city of London, that it has been, as it muſt much 
leflen the opinion of their judgement, and good ſenſe, in the eye of the 
== unprejudiced part of the Public: for, laying all other arguments aſide, 
can it be ſuppoſed that the King and his Council deſired, or wiſhed, the 


{3-24 


——= forfeiture of Dr. Dodd's life, if they were not fully convinced that 


8 juſtice and the good of the Public required it; and the petitions in his 
t tavour ſet forth no one circumſtance but what they were well acquainted 
== with before. „ 
I 1 


DM „ 


To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Common, 
£1 of the City of London. 

1 GENTLEMEN, | | 
4s Iam a part of the body you repreſent, I canaot but be affected 
RX with all your actions in a public capacity: if they are juſt and noble, 


l -enjoy the reflexion of it, and am, as it were, dignified by it, as being 


pour Fellow Citizen: In an equal manner I am diſgraced, if your actions 
are not founded in and directed by Wiſdom; therefore think I have a 

right to addreſs the following Queries to you: 

LE - Query I. Was it wiſe in you, my Lord, as the chief Magiſtrate of a 


15 great and commercial city, to ſummon the Common Council of it upon 
DE uch an unſupported cauſe as that of petitioning for the obſtruction of the 
laws on a crime of all others the molt prejudicial to the intereſt of that 
part of the community, of which you were then the head or chief Ma- 
0 giſtrate? It may, and I think is, the duty of the chief Magiſtrate to call 


courts whenever a reſpectable number of the Commons deſire it; but 
hen this ought to be confined to matters immediately concerning the 
intereſt of the city. Will you ſay, my Lord, or can you think, that pe- 
= titioning for Dr. Dodd was a matter that concerned the intereſt of the 
city? Andought you not, my Lord, to have been proof againſt the ſoli- 
Citations of weak or prejudiced men, for calling a Counci on a matter 
r in no degree concerned either the 3 or intereſt of the 
city 

Query II. Will you, my Lord, Aldermen, or Commons, or any of 
you, ſtand forth to the Public, and maintain, upon the principles of right 
reaſon, or the laws of ſociety, that you had any the leaſt right or pretence, 
in a public capacity, to petition that the juſtice of the laws ſhould not 
take place on Pr. Dodd? It is ſome honour to Alderman Woolridge, 
that he obſerved, as he might juſtly do, that ſuch a petition was anpre- 
cedented; for, perhaps, it us the firſt in the world of the kind, confider- 
| hg E 2 ing 
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ing all circumſtances ; but it would have done him much more honour 


had he put his negative upon it, as it is plain he ſaw the 1mpropriety of 


it at leaſt, and numbers ought to ſway no man againſt the dictates of 


his own mind, though it may ſubje& him to ſarcaſtic reflexions, as it did 
the only fixed Abdiel found among the hoſt ; for, in the accounts the 
papers gave of this extraordinary Common Council, we find it thus ex- 
prefled : The Queſtion was put, and carried, NOT unanimouſly ; for in the 
moſt numerous Court that has been known for ſome time, there was ORE dif, 
fentins member.—T his has all the appearance of being intended to mark 
out this ons to the obloquy of his fellow citizens; but it ought. rather 
to mark him out for their eſtcem and regard. ] 

Quexy III. Are you Maſters in Iſrael, Gentlemen, the Magiſtracy 
of a great city, and know you not, that of all virtues in ſociety, or 2 
Mate, ſtrict Juſtice, Honour, or Integrity, is the moſt capital; and & co- 
nomy, or living according to circumſtances, the next? Other virtues 
may benefit a ſtate or ſociety ; but without theſe it cannot ſubfiſt with 
any ſafety or comfort: therefore theſe are the foundation. | 

Query IV. Did ye not know that Dr. Dodd had, for ſome years 
before the commiſſion of his laſt crime, ſacrificed to his love of pomp 
and pleaſure theſe eſſential qualities of a good citizen, without which 
every thing elſe 1s but gewgaws ? 


Quzery V. Will you ſtand forth and ſhew, upon any principles of 
government or reaſon, that any part of a ſtate, or community, has a right, 


in a public capacity, to ſtand forth to hinder the execution of the laws, 
except only that part in wh ch the power or privilege has been inveſted 
by the joint conſent of the whole community, when the compact of the 
ſociety was formed ? | | 

Quer VI. If theſe Queries can not be juſtly anſwered, will it not 


be right for you to eraze from your books the records of the proceedings 


of this Court, that it may not ſtand a monument to future ages againſt 
the wiſdom of the city of London ? | 

VERY VII. Dees not every petition from the city of London to 
the 'Throne, which is not complied with, tend to leſſe n the dignity and 
influence of the city ? and, therefore, ought not the matter to be moſt 


maturely conſidered before any petition is reſolved upon? 
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NM MOC TOR DODD, though by his own confeſſion he had 
a” tor ſome years paſt indulged himſelf in a voluptuous life, 


2 D % yet, after his confinement, lived with great temperance, 
B according to Mr. Villette the Ordinary of Newgate's 


account ; though he might, as he himſelf ſaid, have 
dr NN A lived luxuriouily, through the benevolence of his 


friends. 


Mr. Villette ſays, that as ſeveral of the ſtories ſpread abroad againſt the 
Doctor came to his ears, he thought it incumbent on him to aſk him ſeveral 
queſtions relative to the truth of them; and that he anſwered in ſuch a 


' 8 | manver, as plainly evinced that MosT of them were abſolutely falſe, or 


greatly and inhumanly exaggerated.—lIt is to be wiſhed that Mr. Villette 


5 | had expreſſed himſelf more = and explicitly on this ſubject. 5 


The Doctor employed part of his time in amending a Book of Devo- 
tions for the Uſe of Priſoners, written by one Roſſell, as appears by a 
letter he wrote to the Ordinary: | | 

«© Dear SIR, | 
In conſequence of our converſation, I have peruſed Roſſell's book + 
4 with attention. There is a great deal of good matter in it, but ill. di- 
« geſted, and often very ill expreſſed. I have been at much pains to re- 
3 Form what appeared to me erroneous, and to) arrange what is irregular 


125 L and confuſed. To ſay the truth, I have ſpent many hours in an en- 


cc deayour to render his work more uniform, and conſequently more 
« uſeful. How far I have ſucceeded, I cannot tell; for I freely own to 


vou, that his multiplicity of chaotic matter has often ſo entangled 


and perplexed me, that! have been ſcarce maſter of my own ideas, 
& and, I verily believe, could have compoſed a Work on the ſubject with 
xc leſs trouble than it has coſt me to reviſe this. And, after all, I am 
„ doubtful whether the upſhot of the matter, in this arringement, will 
<< not be the ſame with me, as with thoſe who, under a notion of ſaving 
© expences, repair, add to, and reform an old building, which, after all, 
« js but an old one, and in the end commonly turns out as expen'ive, 
6 tho' by no means ſo commodious, as one entirely new — 

«« proved. Of this, however, you, Sir, muſt be the beſt judge, whoſe 
experience on theſe heads is preferable to any mere ideas of my 
hs poor brain, eſpecially in its preſent diſturbed and unſettled ſtate 
«© Had I been maſter of more leiſure, or longer time, I tnink 1 could 
have made the book better, and mare calcul.t:d to anſwer its humane 
% deſign. As it is, and ſolicitous as I am to improve every mom=ut in 
jn my preſent awful ſtate, you will accept what I have done as a little 

| _ tribute 

+ A book ot devotions for the uſe of priſoners. 
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tribute of my good will to you, and as a proof that I am defirous, in 
* every fituation, to do all in my humble power to contribute a mite to 
* the beſt welfare of my fellow creatures. I could wiſh" that a ſhort 
«* Addreſs to my unhappy fellow [a which I have writtten, and 
% will communicate to you, might be prefixed to the work; as, perhaps, 
% from the ſad ſingularity of my unfortunate circumſiances, it may 
% gain more attention from them than the much better labours of ano. 
ther perſon.* That God may bleſs and aſſiſt you in the performance 
% of your doleful but neceſſary and important office, is, Sir, the fervent 
% prayer of Your dying brother, 
| © (In our common Lord) | 
| « WILLIAM DOD D.“ 


He was led by the flattery of his friends, before the order for execution 
arrived, that he ſhould find mercy. One of his friends had, ſome days 
before, ſent him a congratulatory letter upon obtaining his pardon, 
which he told him he heard was procured through the interceſſion of 
the Prince of Wales. His mind was, in conſequence, greatly agitated 
between hope and fear, ſo that he had a very diftreſſed night before the 
order came, and was not well prepared for the dreadful news. His friends 
begun to open it to him by degrees, but he requeſted them to tell him 
the truth at once; for he imagined by their countenances how the matter 
was. He told the Ordinary ſoon after, that he had only indulged himſelf 
for the three preceding days with hopes of mercy from what his friends 
had ſaid to him; for that he had all along, even from his firſt entrance into 
the goal, given himſelf up as a loſt man. After the firſt ſhock of the 
news of his being included in the death warrant was ſubſided, he 
became more compoſed, and his mind, in general, intent upon a prepa- 
ration for death. | Pi. 

During his confinement he had a number of letters ſent to him from 
different dorm among which. was the following letter from the Right 
Honourable the Counteſs of Huntingdon : | | 

Reverend Sir, | | | | 

« FROM the firſt hearing of your unfortunate ſituation, I could not look 

for any leſs ſupplies of ſupport and comfort for you, than to Him who choſe 
for our ſakes to be numbered with the tranſgreſſors. You are maſter of every 
rational and ſcripture argument, and in this, perhaps, inferior to few. And J 
earnefily pray God, theſe may have their place, and their times of conſolation 
| 2 But reaſon, or the wiſeſt concluſions drawn from even truth itſelf, nei- 

ther removes the ſtings of guilt, nor poſſeſſes the ſoul with that peace, which 
ever paſſes the beſt infoi med underſtanding. O no! nothing but that voice 
of Almighty power that ſpoke from the Croſs to your ſuffering companion 
there, can be your point now: And we all, like him, muſt paſs ſentence 
upon ourſelves, and ſay, We indeed receive the due reward of our deeds. 
How ſoon the welcome requeſt, Lord remember me, &c. reached the heart of 
our divine Subſtitute; how ſpeedy the relief ; how laſting and complete the 
eomfort. The meaning of my prayers and tears for your grief, would have 
no other language but Go and do thou likewiſe. Forgive, and do not wonder 

ou ſhould find my views ſo limited as this ſeems for your only relief, Were 
ife extended to its lateſt poſſible period, the alone ſolid or well-grounded 
hope of happineſs mult ſubſiſt purely by this interior bleſſing; as making the 
little good we have on earth have all its ſafety, and all the various evils of a 
miſerable world wiſely or rationally ſupported by it. Thus every thing 

| r unites 
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united to render the importunity of your ſuffering heart the happy ſubject of 
mis mercy. This mercy, once obtained, will bear vou through the fluctuat- 
ing emotions, and various views of life and death, which ſo immediately 
and naturally operate upon you, and even cauſe you to glory in tribulation. 
May you thus rejoice in the truth and power of that Religion you have ſo 
long profeſſed and taught to others, and becoming a witneſs of our Saviour's 
grace to ſinners, be enabled to preach the beſt ſermon you ever preached in 
| your life, and to people the moſt miſerable and ignorant of the high Chriſtian 
N privilege of ſalvation by the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! Should he 
anſwer the affectionate cries of his poor unworthy people for you, and that 
arm of infinite conſolation be ſtretched out for your ſtrength and eternal 
pleſſedneſs, how little will the - appendages of death appear, which to mere 
1 ſuffering nature is ſo bitter; and how thankfully will you ſee Juſtice and 
Mercy thus met together, and mixed in that cup, fo ſevere in the eyes of 
others; or ſhould the tender compaſſions of Royal mercy be extended to 
dave from the preſent ſuffering hour, yet only in life, or in the mare remote 
cent of death, this grace muſt be the one cauſe of praiſe, through time and 
eternity for you. It is for this I would moſt affectionately recommend you 
aay andi night. And it is to him who is able to do abundantly above all we 

an aſk or think; and thus I beg to remain a ſympathiſing friend, and, Reve- 
rend Sir, your humble ſervant, t. | 
ieee s. HUNTINOGDON. 


Books of very different contents were alſo ſent to him; ſo that he had 
ſuch a collection of different ſyſtems of doctrine forced upon him in 
books and letters, as might, according to the r expreſſion, 


JJ 


4 


n | diftreſs and perplex any human being. He was alſo viſited by perſons of 
very different ſentiments and complexions, but always mentioned his 


Has faction when viſited by men of ſenſe and piety. Among others, he 
= ſpoke reſpectfully of Mr. Weſley, and likewiſe of Mr. Romaine, who 


k RA paid him a viſit a ſhort time before his death; From the laſt of theſe 
co A zentlemen he received peculiar comfort, and ſaid that they parted mu- 


cally ſatisfied. He frequently appeared to have a deep ſenſe of his pak 
offences; and expreſſed, when he reflected upon the great love of God 
aa che redemption of the world through Chriſt, his unworthineſs, and a 
WEgreat abhorrence of his ingratitude towards him in having deviated from 
him and his divine precepts : this he often did with tears. He frequently 
demoaned his having brought ſuch a diſhonour upon religion, and upon the 


ſacred function; and declared, with great emotion, that if he could wipe 
ce off the offence he had thus Qiyen, he would gladly ſubmit to the greateit 
Ki tortures; and would rather die than return into the world again to offend 


Wis God, and act inconſiſtent with his holy will. He often expreſſed his 
willingneſs to die a natural death, but painful apprehenſions of a publie 
erecution, attended with all the tragic, and yet diſorderly, parade uſual 
ai this country. He ſpoke of the execution of others who had ſuffered 
on account of their cr1mes, and ſaid he did not think that heroiſm was 
proper ſtate of mind for ſuch ; humble hope was the, higheſt they could 
ire to: heroiſm and triumph belonged to martyrs: He uttered fre- 
uuently his thankfulneſs that he had enjoyed ſo much compoſure of 


* a nind, health, and comfortable reſt, tree from any diitreſiing dreams, ſince 
vc his confinement, and found himſelf more happy after. his detection than 


ys before... He ſaid that he eſteemed his affliction as a fatherly correction 


from God, to bring him into thoſe paths of rectitude trom which he had 
for ſome years erred. 1 


The 
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The day before his execution, he expreſſed what a trial it would be 
to take a final leave of his wife, who had been remarkably affectionate 
to him during the twenty-ſeven years they had been married. In the 
evening of the ſame day, after he was in his room, he ſaid, Now the 
bitterneſs of death is pat. He then related that he had taken a tender 
leave of his friends, and from his deareſt friend, his wife. He ſaid, I 
was much afraid of this ſcene, but it paſſed over much eaſier than I could 
have poſſibly imagined, and Mrs. Dodd behaved on the occafion better 
than J expected: we parted as thoſe who hope to meet again.” He de- 
clared repeatedly, and yet with deep contrition, his readineſs to die, and 
that he relied wholly and confidently on the merits of his Lord and Sa- 
viour. He ſpoke of the love of God in Chritt Jeſus with peculiar ener- 
gy, and with ſuch a ſenſe of his own unworthineſs as was a proof that he 
was fincere, and that his refignation to the execution of juſtice was not at 
all diſſembled, but genuine. He praiſed the Lord for the great work of 
redemption, by which finners could be ſaved; and compared the great 
difference between the death of the moſt renowned Heathens, who loſt all 
fight of their evil actions, and that of the humble, contrite Chriſtian, 
who ſaw at one view the wiſdom, holineſs, and juſtice of God, and at 
the ſame time his infinite love and mercy in the ſalvation of ſinners by 
eſus Chriſt. He had ſomeames expreſſed his thoughts about our penal 
aws, that they were too ſanguinary; that they were againſt not only the 
laws of God, but of nature ; and that his own caſe was hard; that he 
ſhould die for an act Which he always declared to be wrong, but by which 
he never intended to injure any one individual; and that as the public 
1 forgiven him, he thought he might have been pardoned. But now 
e laid all theſe thoughts touching himſelf aſide, though he continued to 
think in the ſame manner of the penal laws to his end. 48 
Upon the coming in of a faithful and ſteady friend, and a Clergyman, 
he ſaid, among other things, I have requeſted of my friends to-day 
what I now requeſt alſo of you. It is poſſible that, after my death, ſome 
of my kind friends, who have ſo earneſtly ſolicited my pardon, but in 
vain, and others, may charge the King and his Counſelors with cruelty 
and uſe 1964 60 language out of love to me; make it known, that f 
declare this to be far from my thoughts: I love and honour the King; I 
doubt not his humanity : he and his Counſellors have acted according to 
juſtice ; and his Majeſty would have extended mercy, if he could have 
thought it conſiſtent with the welfare of the nation.” He then lifted up 
his hands, and prayed, ©* O Almighty God, thou King of Kings, bleſs our 
gracious King; ſupport and ftrengthen him, eſtabliſh his throne in righ- 
teouſneſs ; give peace in his day, O Lord; make an end of difiention, 
and put a it p to che preſent unnatural war. O give his Counſell 
wiſdom, and bleis them. Amen.” After this, going to prayer, he 
many tears, and concluded with ſaying, ** O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let a 
r finner yet ſpeak unto thee, tho' unworthy : O itrengthen my faith, 
comfort and ſupport me, have mercy upon me, and forgive me my ſins, 
for the take of thy holy, precious blood. Amen.” He ſaid, that if the 
Lord would leave it to his choice to be now annihilated, by which means 
all would be over, or that ne ſhould die, and ſtand the chance of cternal 
lite, or eternal miſery, he would not give up his hope of the glerious inhe- 
ritance, no, not for ten thouland worlds. 45 
On tne morning of his execution he appeared compoſed, and being 
aſked how he had been tupported, he jaid he had had ſome com- 
tortable ſleep, whereby he thould be the better enabled to perform 
his duty. In the Veſtry, adjoining to the Chapel, he exhorted his fel- 
low tutterer, who had attempted to deſtroy himtelf, but had been * 
vente 
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the vigilance of the keeper. He ſpoke to him with great ten- 
2 ede of heart, entreating him to conſider that he had but 
a ſhort time to live, and that it was highly neceſſary that he, as well as 
himſeif, made good uſe of their time, implored 2 of God under a 
deep ſenſe of ſin, and looked to that Lord by whoſe merits alone ſinners 
could be ſaved. He lifted up his hands, and cried out, O Lord Jeſus, 
have mercy upon us, and give, O give unto him, my fellow ſinner, that 
as we ſuffer together, we may go together to Heaven.” His converſa- 
tion to this poor youth was ſo moving, that tears flowed from the eyes of 
all preſent. : 

In the Chapel at prayer, and the holy communion, true contrition and 
warmth of devotion appeared evident in him throughout the whole ſer- 
vice. After it was ended, he again addreſſed himſeif to Harris in the 
moſt moving and perſuaſive manner, and not without effect; for he de- 
clared that he was glad he had not made away with himſelf, and ſaid he 
was eaſier, and hoped he ſhould now go to Heaven. The Doctor told 
him how Chriſt had ſuffered for them ; and that he himſelf was a greater 
ſinner than he, as he had finned more againſt light and conviction, and 
therefore his guilt was greater ; that as he was CONFIDENT that mercy 
was ſhewn to fis ſoul, ſo he ſnould look to Chriſt and truſt in his merits. 

He prayed God to bleſs his friends, who were preſent with him, and to 

ive his bleſſing to all his brethren, the Clergy ; that he would pour out 
is ſpirit upon them, and make them true miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
that they might follow the divine precepts of their heavenly Maſter. 
Turning to one who ſtood near him, he ſtretched out his hand, and ſaid, 
« Now, my dear friend, ſpeculation is at an end: all muſt be real! 


% What poor ignorant beings we are! He prayed for the Magdalenes, 


and wiſhed they were there to ſing for him the 23d Pſalm. 
After he had waited ſome time for the Officers, he ſaid, I wiſh they 


were ready, for I long to be gone.“ He requeſted of his friends, who 


were in tears about him, to pray for him; to which he was anſwered by 
two of them, We pray more than language can utter.” He replied, 
«c believe it.“ 

On his ſeeing two priſoners looking out of the windows in the yard, 
he went to them, and exhorted them ſo pathetically, that they both wept 
abundantly. He ſaid once, 1 am now a ſpectacle to men, and ſhall 
ſoon be a ſpectacle to angels.“ | | 


Juſt before the Sheritt's Officer came with the halters, one who was 


walking with him, told him that there was yet a little ſolemnity he muſt 
paſs through before he went out. He aſked, ** What is that? ©* You 
will be bound.” He looked up, and ſaid, ©* Yet i am tree, my freedom 
is there, pointing upwards, He bore it with Chriſtian patience, and 
beyond what might have been expected ; and when the men offered to 
excuſe tying his hands, he dchred them to do their duty, and 
thanked them for their kindneſs. After he was bound, the Ordinary 
offered to aſſiſt him with his arm; but he replied with ſeeming plealure, 
No! Jam as firm as a rock.” As he paſled along the yard, the ſpec- 
tators and priſoners wept and bemoaned him; and ie, in return, prayed 
God to bleſs them. | | - 

On the way to execution he conſoled himſelf in reflecting and ſpeaking 
on what Chriſt had ſuffered for him; lamented the depravity of human 
naure, which made ſanguinary laws neceſſary ; and ſaid he could gladly 
have died in the priſon yard, as being led out to public execution tended 
greatly to diſtreſs him. He deſired the 51it Pſalm to be read to him, 
and alſo pointed out an admirable penicential prayer from Roſſell's Pri- 


ſoner's Director. He prayed again for che King, and likewiſe for the 
F When 


4a 


When he came near the ſtreet. where he formerly dwelt, he was much 
affected, and wept. He ſaid, probably his tears would ſeem to be the 
effect of cowardice, but it was a weakneſs he could not help; and added, 
he hoped he was going to a better home. 

Wh-n he arrived at the gallows, he aſcended the cart, and ſpoke to his 
fellow-iufferer. He then prayed, not only for himſelf, but alſo for his 
wife, and the unfortunate youth who ſuffere.l with him; and declarin 
that he died in the true faith of the goſpel of Chriſt, in perfect love an 
charity with all mankind, and with thankfulneſs to his friends, he was 
launched into eternity, imploring mercy for his foul, for the ſake of his 


bleſſed Redeemer. 


Dr. DODD's aft so.Eun DECLARATION which he in- 
tended ſhould have been read for him by the Ordinary at the 
Place of Execution, but was emitted, as ſupprſing it would not be 


beard. ; | 


JO the words of dying men regard has always been paid. I am 

brought hither to tufter death for an act of fraud, of which I confeſs 
myſelf guilty with ſhame, ſuch as my former ſtate of life naturally pro- 
duces, and I hope with ſuch ſorrow as He, to whom the heart is known, 
will not diſregard, I repent that I have violated the laws by which peace 
and confidence are eſtabliſhed among men: I repent that I have attempt- 
ed to injure my fellow creatures; and J repent that I have brought diſ- 
grace upon my order, and diſcredit upon religion: but my offences 
againſt God are without name or number, and can admit only of general 
confeſſion and general repentance.—Grant, Almighty God, for the ſake 
of Jetus Chriſt, that my repentance, however late, however imperfect, 
may not be in vain. 

The little good tt at now remains in my power, is to warn others againſt 
thoſe temptations by which I have been ſeduced. I have always 1inned 
againſt conviction : my principles have never been thaken : I always con- 
fidered the Chriſtian religion as a revelation from God, and its Divine Au- 
thor as the Saviour of the world; but the laws of God, tho? never diſowned 
by me, have often been forgotten.—I was led aſtray from religious ſtrict- 
neſs by the deluſion of ſhew, and the delights of voluptuouineſs. I never 
| knew or attended to the calls of frugality, or the needful minuteneſs of 
painful ceconcomy. Vanity and pleaſure, into which I plunged, required 
expence diſproportionate to my income; exp2nce brought diſtreſs upon 
me; and diſtreſs, importunate diſtreſs, urged me to temporary fraud. 

For this fraud J am to die; and I die declaring, in the moſt ſolemn 
manner, that however I have deviated from my own precepts, I have 
taught others, to the beſt of my knowledge, and with all fincerity, the 
true way is eternal happineſs, My life, for ſome few unhappy years 

aſt, has been dreadfully erroneous, but my miniſtry has been always 
incere. lane conftantly believed, and I now leave the world ſolemnly 
avowing my conviction, that there is no other name under Heaven by 
which we can be faved, but only the name of the Lord jefus ; and I en- 
treat all who are here to join with me in my laſt petition, that, for the ſake 
of that Lord Jeſus Chriſt, my fins may be forgiven, and my foul received 
into his everlaiting kingdom. 

June 27, 77. | | WILLIAM DODD. 
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REFLEXIONS en the foregoing Account. 


LTHOUGH it is right to ſay nothin to increaſe the pangs of a dying 
criminal, or, indeed, of any other dying man; although it does not 


become us to put any limits to the Divine Goodneſs and Mercy; yet it 


ſeems to have a tendency to deſtroy all care and vigilance in r:gard to a 
Chriſtian life among the people to inculcate to them in the ſtrongeſt man- 
ner, that they may be ſaved in the laſt hour, and even bave aſſurance of 
it, if they but cry out for mercy, and lay hold of the merits of a Saviour, 
and the like, even tho' they have been offenders againſt the eternal and 
immutable laws of juſtice, virtue, and, goodneſs, and all the precepts of 
Chriſt, their whole lives, and are under the immediate terrors of under- 
going capital puniſhment, before they turn to God or Chriſt, This doc- 


trine has been greatly inculcated of late years among the people, by thoſe 


who go under the denomination of Methodiſts, whether preaching in 


Churches or out of them. There was ſcarce a criminal ſuffered at Briſtol 


for ſome years paſt, but a late Clergyman who attended Newgate there, it 
is ſaid, if they expreſſed contrition, and a faith and truſt in the merits of 


Chriſt, gave the firmeſt aſſurance to of their being ſaved, or admitted into 


Heaven; and not only fo, but, in the accounts publiſhed of them, he aſſur- 


ed the public they were ſo. In ſome of his accounts he has ſaid the Sure 


of Righteouſneſs broke out upon them, as they were carrying to the gal- 
lows, and the like. In ſhoxt, no good man, after the moſt perie& life, 
could be ſpoken of with greater confidence as admitted into Heaven. 
However well-meaning this Clergymaa might be, (and that he was well- 
meaning, and a good man, there is great reaſon to think) yet ſuch decla- 
rations mutt appear to be prejudicial to ſociety, as tending to leſſen that 
care and diligence in the whole conduct of our lives, which the Scripture 
poſitively aſſures us is neceſſiry to make our calling or ſalvation ſure. It is 
not a few texts of Scripture, probably, greatly miſunderitood, that we 
ought to reit ſo extremely an important matter on, but on the whole tenor 
of Scripture, and the nature and reaſon of things. And it may be affirm- 
ed that neither of theſe will ſupport, or give any foundation to theſe 
late aſſurances. It is not a rant of words, by whomſoever uttered, makes 
the truth of things, nor being worked up to an idea of inward feelings: 
ſober reaſon and reflexion will build nothing upon theſe, Wu 
We ſind in the foregoing account the Doctor telling Harris, his fellow 
convict, (who ſeems to have been of the molt abandoned principles, and 
quite incorrigible, as he had been but a few months before cou ned for 
a robbery to work on the Thames, but eſcaping from thence rcwuined to 
robbing again,) "That Chriſt had ſuffered for them, and wu: he himſelf 
% was a greater ſinner than he, as he had ſinned more again light and 
% conviction, and therefore his guilt was greater; ant that as he bimielf 


„ was CONFIDENT that mercy was itewn to his {uul, ſo he (Ai) thouid 


« look to Chriſt, and truſt in his merits.” 312 prayed alle, tant as they 
ſuikered together, they might go togerber to Ræapen; a d are iow Hars 
ris was, in a very thort ſpace of ticae, brought to ſay, that 4e ed noa 
be ſbould go to Heaven. 

However well-menning and benevolent Doctor Dodd migut be in this, 
waatever he might think on the ſubject, the publiſhing orf fach things muſt 


certainly tend to make Chriſtians believe they may at any tine obtain Hea- 


ven Sy only crying out for mercy, inedding cars, and pleading, or ing 
hold of (as the expreſſion is) the merits of Chritt, That however they pais 
their lives with a {pirit, or in a manner ajtogether oppoſite to the ſpirit 
of Chriſt, yet they may, by calling upon him zu their very laſt moments, 
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be received by him as his friends into Heaven: Though Chrift has pro- 
nounced them only to be his friends who keep his commandments; nor 
does it appear he ever pronounced any others to be ſo. The circumſtgn= 
ces of the thief on the croſs are ſo peculiar, and we know ſo little about 
them, that no foundation can be built thereon. 
If we conſult reaſon, or the nature of —_ nothing is more evident, 
e 


with reſpect to a future life, than that this life muſt be a ſtate of prepara- 
tion, or of qualifying us fora future life ; and that in this ſtate we muſt get 
habits and qualities to fit us for that. It is by the improvement of our nature 
here that it is fitted for an higher ſtate hereafter. This ſeems the deſign 
of God; this the conſtitution ot things which he has ſettled. God is, 
without doubt, as one of the Apoſtles has defined him, Love ; he is 
alſo merciful and gracious, . and forgiving iniquity, and 
tranſgreſſion, and ſin. But yet he will not alter the nature or conſtitution 
of things. They that ya! # pi delight in the exerciſe of wirtue in this 
ate, (ſays Dr. Whichcot, one of our moſt judicious Dvines) zf, after this 
life, God ſhould remove them into Heaven, they would take little ſatisfac- 
tion in the place, becauſe of an unſuitable frame of _ For men 
muſt be ſuitable to the object in the enjoyment of which they receive 
ſatigfaction. Therefore ſuppoſe ( though it is IMPOSSIBLE) that a man not 
renewed in his ſpirit, nor refined in his temper, that Cod, by power, 
ſhould ev Joe a man into Heaven; when he came thither he would 
not be ſatisfied either in the perſons, or in the employment of that place, be- 
cauſe all theſe would be contrary unto him. Therefore it is ABSOLUTELY | 
NECESSARY that we ſhould, by GooDNEss here, QUALIFY and PREPARE 
ourſelves for happineſs hereafter : For there is no happine/s in the meeting 
of things that are unlike, Whichcot's 6th Sermon, p. 44z. So that, 
according to the opinion of this judicious Divine, who certainly ſearched 
the Scriptures as much as Mr. Romaine, Mr. Roquet, Dr. Dodd, or 
any ſuch have done, there is no foundation for the hope of ſuch 
eaſy admiſſion into Heaven, to thoſe who have paſſed their lives in profli- 
gacy and injury, merely upon their crying out for mercy, and pleading the 
merits of Chriſt at their laſt hour, when a capital puniſhment ſtares them 
in the face, and which they know they muſt undergo. But there is no 
Occaſion to reſt the matter upon what this Divine has ſaid, however judi- 
cious, as we have what Chriſt has ſaid. In Luke ch. xiii. 25, &c. we find 
him repreſenting the caſe of thoſe who had lived wicked lives, and not 
attended to his admonitions and precepts, calling upon him at the laſt, 
and his anſwer thereto: © Then ſhall ye begin to ſtand without, and 
«© to knock at the door, ſaying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he ſhall 
« anſwer, and ſay unto you, I know you not whence ye are. Then ſhall ye 
t begin to ſay, We have eaten and drank in thy preſence ; and thou haſt 
«© taught in our ſtreets. But he ſhall ſay, I tell you, I know you not whence 
« ye are: Depart from me all ye workers of iniquity. In Matthew, ch. 
vii. 21, &c, we find him ſpeaking ſtill more expreſs to the purpoſe : 
% Not every one that ſaith unto me Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the 
kingdom of Heaven; but he that doeth the wiLL of my FATHER 
% whichis in Heaven, Many will ſay unto me in that day, Lord, Lord, 
ce haye not we propheſied in thy name, and in thy name have caſt out 
« devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will 
. T profeſs unto them I never knew you: Depart from me ye that work 
iniquity.“ | | - | 
Hece we ſee thoſe who had paſt their lives in iniquity are rejected, 
notwithſtanding their cries and prayers, In the 7ih chapter of Mat- 
| thew, ver. 13, 14, we find Jeſus ſaying to his Diſciples, Enter ye iu at 
the flrait gate; for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth ts 
deſtruction, and many there be which go in thereat. Becauſe $TRA1IT is 
the gate, and narrow is the way, which leaders unto if nd fe there be 
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yo ee find it | But ſarely if Chriſtians can lead wicked lives, and follow 


their own inclinations in every thing, till the few laſt hours of their 
life, and then, by crying to Chriſt, and pleading his merits, be ad- 


' mitted into Heaven; ſurely this can, with no propriety, be called a 
rait gate to life that few can find; Jeſus Chriſt could not have ſpoken 
in this manner, had he conceived of Chriſtians entering into life by 


ſuch a way. In like manner we find the cry of the fooliſh virgins, who 


| had not oil in their lamps, {that is, had not acquired any habits of real 


virtue and piety) availed nothing ; tho? with bitter tears, and in the 
moſt earneſt manner, it may be ſuppoſed, they ſupplicated Lord, Lord, 
en unto us, But he anſwered and ſaid, Verily I know you not, — This 


indicates that Chriſt had no thought of paſt negligence being to be 


retrieved by any expedient, or of favour being to be obtained by any 
importunity. oof : 

The parable of the marriage feaſt, wherein was found one who had 
not a wedding garment on, and thereupon was caſt into outward dark- 
neſs, indicates that we cannot he partakers of the happineſs of Hea- 
ven, unleſs we have led ſuch a life here as may qualify us for it.—Ye 
are my friends, if ye do whatſoever I command you, ſays Chriſt to his Diſ- 
ciples, John ch. xv. 14. But we find 1n no place or text whatſoever, 
that he indicated they thouid ever be his friends that did not do what 
he commanded, or lead a life here according to his precepts. ** Thoſe 
who do not live as Chriſt has commanded, (ſays Juſtin, one of the Pri- 
mitive Fathers of the Church) are not Chriſtians, although they bear 
the name, and al:hough they can repeat by heart all the precepts and 
doctrines of Chriſt ; becauſe he has pronounced to be /aved, not thoſe 
who talk of them only, but thoſe who practiſe them.””-.-Other texts or 
ſayings of Chriſt, and indeed his whole teaching, might be produced 


to this purpoſe. Bat we will proceed to what his Apoſties have ſaid - 


and practiſed. St. Paul, explaining what the doctrine of the Goſpel 
is, in his Epiſtle to the Romans, Ch. ii. 5, and following verſes, ſays, 
There will be @ day of revelation of the righteous judgement of God, aube 
will render to every man according to his deeds: To them who by patient 
continuance in well-doing ſee for glory and honour, and immortality, eternal 


life : But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but 
. 6bey unrighteouſneſs, indignation and wrath ; tribulation and anguiſh upon 
every ſoul of man that doeth evil: but glory, honour, and peace, to every 


man that worketh good: For not the hearers of the law are juſt before 


God, but the doers of the Iaxv ſhall be juſtified, in the day when God ſtall 
Judge the ſecrets ef men by Jeſus Chriſt, according to my Grjpel —Ayain, 


St. Paul ſays, 2 Cor. v. 9. 10. Wherefore we labour that we may be 
accepted of him : For ave muſt all appear before the judgement ſeat of Chriſt, 


that every one may receive the things done in his body according to that be 


hath done, whether it be good or bad. — Again, Galatians ch. vi. 7, 
and following. Be not deceived; God is not mocked : for whatſoever a 
man ſoweth, that be ſhall alſo reap : For he that ſoweth to his flejh, ſhall of 
the fleſp reap corruption: But he that ſowerh to the ſpirit, fall 7 the 

ut if 


 Jparit reap life everlaſting. If ye live ajter the fleſh, ye jhail die; 
ye through the ſpirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye ſhall live. Paul 


tells us too what he built his own hope of ſalvation on. I keep under 
(lays he to the Corinthians) my body, and bring it into ſubjection, left that 
by any means, when I have preached to others, I myſelf ſhould be a CasT- 
AWAY, I Cor. ix. 27. 

Here 
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Here St. Paul plainly fixes the foundaticn of his final ſalvation on 


his ſubduing his animal nature, or his bodily appetites and affections, 


bringing them under ſubjection to reaſon and the laws of Chriſt. Tho? 
be perfectly underſtood the goſpel, though he had preached and 
taught it to others, and converted vaſt numbers, and though ne had 
the gifts of the ſpirit in a high degree, yet be abſolutely fixes his 
"attaining to everlaſting life and happineſs upon his own ſtrenuous 
endeayours to live according to the precepts of Chriſt, by taking 


every poſſible method, ufing every care, employing every motive, and 


watching over every thing, io ſubdue his animal to his ſpiritual na- 
ture, This is all implied in the expreſſion of St. Paul, 7 keep under my 
body, and bring it into ſubjection, leſt when ] have preached to others, I AHF 
ſhould be a caſt-awa 


Does St. Paul hte give the leaſt indication that he had any hope of 


being ſaved by crying out in his laſt hour to Jeſus Chrilt, pleading his 
merits and mediation ? This certainly he would have done here, had 
he had any notion of a ſalvation to be obtained in that way. Bur 
he fixeth his hope of eternal happineſs on his ſtrenuous endeavours to 
lead a hife agreeable to the precepts of Chriſt. —In another place, juſt 
at the cloſe of life, he fixes his firm expectation of happineſs in 
Heaven on what he bad done; on his having perſevered in living a 
virtuous life. I have fought a gocd fight, (ſays he) 1 have finiſhed my 
courſe ; I have kept the faiib; 1 have been faithful, and never ſwerved 
from the precepts of Chriſt. Henceforth there is laid up fer me a crown of 
righteouſneſs, <vhich the Lord, the righteous Judge, ſhall give me. — Here, 

by the expreſſion righreous Fudge, it is plain St. Paul expected to be 
Judged agreeable to what he has ſaid elſcwhere, according io the worts 
he had done in the body; and to receive a crown cf righteouſneſs, or an 
immortal and heavenly lite, on account of his righteouſneſs, or what 

was, through the goodneſs and will of God, due to him, for his 

having perieveringly led a virtuous life in this world, 

FH bat doth it profit, (ſays another Apoſtle) rheugh a man ſays he hath 
faith, and have not works ? Can faith ſave him ? Faith, if it hath not 
evorks, is dead, being alone, By works a man is Juſtified, and net by faith 
only. Epiſtle of St. James, Ch. ii. 14, and following verſes. £ 

The writer of the Epiſtle to the Hevrews ſays expreily, Without 
bolineſs no man ſhall je« the Lord: Folloau holineſs, without which no man 
feall ſee the Lord the Lord Jeſus in Heaven. They ought well to ob- 
terve this who think it ſuflicient for our ſalvation that Chriſt hath been 
holy, and plead it, and reſt upon it, for their acceptance. St. Paul 
tells us that the grace of God, which bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared 
to all min, teaching us that denying ungedline/s and worldly luſis, ve ſhould 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and gedly, in this preſent world 3 and that Chriſt 
gave himſelf for us. —Let us mind for what St. Paul lays he gave himſelf 
for us; not that we ſhould plead his merits, or that he ſhould fave us 
by his mediation, whether worthy or not. St. Paul indicates not a tittle 


of this, but ſays only and expreisly, that be gave himſelf for us, to re- 


deem from us all iniquity ; THAT 15, as the next words explain it, that we 
ſhould leave all wickedneſs ; and that ſo he might purify ante himſelf +a 


peculiar people, zealous of all good wor. It would be ro copy almoſt 


the whole New Teſtament io copy all the texts to this purpole, 
The caſe of the penitent thicf on the croſs, upon which ſo much 


dying 


is improperly founded, is ſo vaitly different from that of any other 
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'8 1 perſon born and educated under the religion of Chriſt, that there 


is no juſt ground to build the final acceptance of any Chriſtian of the 


preſent time on the like foundation. And a Divine of the preſent time 


has obſerved, chat if it is the deſign of Ged finally to reſtore the moſt 


flagrant ſinners after this manner, the goſpel ioftruttions are but of 
little uſe, apd the virtues and piety of gœod Chriſtians but of ſmall 


advantage. Not the leaſt ſtreſs, therefore, can, with any re ſon, or con- 
ſiſtent with the tenor of the New Feſtament throughout, be laid upon 


the acceptance of the peniten: on the crols for any Chriſtian at preſent 
to hope acceptance on the like footing. i | 

Thus from attending to reaion, and the eſſential nature of things, 
and alſo to the main tenor of the New Teſtament, which whoever will 
read with due attention, and wit out prejudice, will ſee to be as has 
been ſet forth in the preceding quotations from it, we ſhall find that 
the only way tO enjoy happineſs in another world, is to live virtuouſly 
and holily in this. And to this may be added, as a corroboratiag 
Crcumſtaace, the univerſal ſentiments of the primitive Chriſtians ; 
among whom we find, by the hiſtory of them, that notaing was ſpoken 
of as giving any ground for an entrance into Heaven, but living a good 
life here. It was not till the profeſſors of Chriſtianity began to be 
corrupt in their manners, that the profeſſed teachers of it begun, in order 
to ſooth aud ſpeak ſmooth things totheir hearers, to ſubſtitute ſomething 
beſides a pure, holy, and unblameable life, as a means of admittance into 
the kingdom of Heaven; and from hence aroſe extreme unction abſolu- 
tion, prayers for the dead, and the like, in the Romiſh church; and 
unhap pily we have ſomething of the like tendency in our own ; and 


. of late years have greatly encreaſed among us preachers who, either 


through ignorance or deſign, not only ſubititute ſomething elſe ſor the 


attainment of eternal life, beſides a pure, juſt, and holy lite, but 


even befere it; for they will pronounce the moſt abandoned ſinner all 
his lite, for merely expreſüng in his laſt moments a centrition, and 
pleading the merits and mediation of Chriſt, as certainly admitted 


into Heaven, whilſt they will inünuate thoſe who have led good lives, 
as ſhut out, if they do not feel, or pretend to feel, this reſting apon 


the merits of Chriſt, and the like. Surely if there is any underſtand- 
ing of the plaineſt and woit numerous texts of the New Teſtament, 
and the Whole tenor of it, (and certainly ſuch may be underſtood) 
ſuch preachers may juſtly be ſaid, as. Chriſt ſaid of the Scribes and 
Phariſees of old, to make the commandments of God of none effect. 


Sach preachers deceive the people, if not themſelves, by laying hold 


of ſome particular texts of Scripture, which, according io the molt 
judiciogs Divines and commentators, and the whole tenor of the New 
Teſtament, are, and ought to be underſtood of the Diſpenſation of the 
Chriſtian Religion, or as relating to thoſe to whom it was firſt propagated, 
and not to individual Chriſtians, or thoſe of the preſent age. Accord- 
ing to the moſt judicious expoſitors of Scripture, what is ſaid Acts 
Ch. iv. 12, there is no other name under Heaven (but the name of Jeſus 
Chrii) given among men, whereby we muſt be ſaved ; neither is there ſalva- 


 zron in any other, iignifies no more than that there is no other among . 


men, neither Patriarch, Prophet, or King, by whom God had declared 
to the world a remiſſion of all paſt fins which had afore been committed, 
and the reward of eternal life, on condition of acknowledging Jeſus as 


their 


> 


(.4%). 


their Lord and Maſter, or Inſtructor, and in conſequence living according 
to his precepts. Whoever conſiders the context with attention, will ſee this 
to be the ſenſe of this place. In like manner the anſwer given by St. Paul 
to the queſtion of the goalor, That Hall I do to be ſaved? implies his 
forſaking what ſins he had lived in, and leading a good life for the fu- 
ture; for this throughout the New Teſtament is the abſolute condition 


of, and the full meaning of believing in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And 


all the expreſſions where Chriſt is ſpoken of as /aving the world, will, 
upon examivration, and comparing them with other texts, and the 
whole tenor of the New Teſtament, be found to ſignify /aving them 
by turning them by his doftrine and precepts from a wicked to a 
virtuous courſe of life, and ſo making them MEET to be inheritors of 
eternal life. And all the expreſſions of Chriſt coming into the world to 
ſave ſinners, will be found to mean yothing more than calling them to 
repentance, and ſuch a courſe of life for the future as would fit them for 
eternal life. See Matthew ix. 13. Mark ii. 17. Luke v. 22. And 
what is ſaid of the fergivene/s of fins through Chriſt, or by his Name, 


will be found, upon conſidering the whole tenor of the New Teſtament, 


to be ſpoken of that plenary forgiveneſs which God publiſhed by him 
to the race of mankind then upon the earth of all their paſt fins, if fo 
be they received the revelation of his will made by Chriſt, and lived 
Bceoreing to his precepts for the time to come. At the time of 
Chriſt's and his Apoſtles preaching the Goſpel, the whole Gentile 
world was immerſed in groſs 1dolatry, and conſequently in a ſtate of 
revolt or apoſtacy from God ; they were alſo almcſt univerſally living 


"MO 


in the moſt flagitious wickedneſs, See Romans 3. 18. and following 


verſes, The Jews alſo, in general, were grievous finners againſt the 
law of everlaiting righteouſneſs. And therefore God publiſhing by 
Chriſt to ſuch heinous offenders a full pardon for all their paſt offences, 
receiving them into his favour, on their turning from the wicked courfe 


of life they had lived in, and putting them in the way of obtaining 


eternal lite, by givirg them the precepts and example of Chriſt to 
follow as a ſure guide thereto, was an aſtoniſhing act of grace or Divine 


love, and is therefore juſtly ſpoken of in the higheſt terms, & merits our 


admiration, and to raiſe in us the moſt exalted conceptions of the goodneſs 
and mercy of the Divine Being, which cannot be ſufficiently magnified. 


Nothing that has been ſaid in theſe reflexions is intended to be ap- 


plied to the unhappy perſons whoſe caſe gave occaſion to them; God 
grant, if agreeable to his conſtitution of things, their hopes may not 
be diſappointed ; but theſe reflextons were written ſolely to warn others 
not to think, from a few texts of the New 'I'e{tament not rightly un- 
derſtood, that they can attain to glory and honour, and immortality, in 
another world, but by living / berly, righteoufly, and godly, in this preſent 
world. They will find, notwithſtanding what preachers may tell them, 
who ſtudy to ſpeak /mecoth things to them, andto affect their paſſions 
rather than their reaſon, if they will conſider the whole tenor of the 


New Teſtament, that there is no condition offered them of obtaining 


eternal Life, independent of living /oberly, righteeuſly, and godly, in this 
pre/Jent world, God grant that every one way attend to this, and not 


_ deceive themſelves in this moſt important of all matters by vain hopes 
for which there is no proper foundation in the Teſtament of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt. 1 
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